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East Melbourne fights against
height of new development
Residents in East Melbourne are fighting back
against a plan for Epworth Freemasons to build a
multi-storey addition to the hospital on Albert St.
words by Katie Johnson
PLANNING

▲ Fans celebrating Italy’s win at the Euro 2020 Final on Lygon St.

Lygon St comes alive after Italy’s win before plunging into lockdown
words by Katie Johnson
photography by John Tadigiri
SPORT

Lygon St was flooded with a sea of Italian flags, honking
cars and jubilant fans after Italy won the Euro Final in
early July.
At least 2000 fans braved the cold morning air to watch
the game at Argyle Square at 5am and then spilled into
the cafes and bars which had opened early for the action.
Papa Gino’s manager Frankie Acanfora said Italy’s win
was “very exciting” for Lygon St.
“The street hasn’t seen anything like this for a long
time, probably since 2006,” Mr Acanfora said.
“It’s buzzing with energy.”
The projector in Argyle Square was set up by an unknown person and was propped up on an esky for all to
enjoy.
The City of Melbourne did not provide any amenities
for the event due to COVID-19 restrictions.
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The council’s CEO Justin Hanney said it was not possible for the council to participate as the Piazza Italia could
only accommodate 300 people under the density requirements.
“Lygon St is synonymous with Italian culture and we
know how passionately locals support their team, but it
was not possible under the Victorian Government health
restrictions for the City of Melbourne to deliver a live site
to show the Euro 2021 football championships,” Mr Hanney said.
“Football fans were encouraged to watch the game at
local venues to support local traders, and City of Melbourne staff visited venues in Carlton reminding owners
of the COVID-19 health restrictions.”
“We understand people wanted to celebrate together
but this latest surge in COVID-19 cases shows the virus
has not gone away and we all need to follow the health
directions.”
Although the crowds were in breach of the capacity
regulations, onlookers said fans had treated the space respectfully. Melbourne North Police Station Senior
Continued on page 6.
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Melbourne Zoo to build
new animal hospital
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The proposed building exceeds the
discretionary height control limit by
31 metres, although the planning application said it would not overshadow Fitzroy Gardens.
East Melbourne Group president Ian Mitchell said the excessive
height of the proposal would “make a
mockery of the Melbourne Planning
Scheme”.
“The height of the proposed tower is approximately 45 metres above
ground which is three times the
DD021-A2 level of 14 metres,” Mr
Mitchell said.
“The height and bulk would completely dominate the area.”
The new building would be 11-storeys high, with a four-level podium
that would sit 10 metres behind the
façade of the heritage-listed existing
hospital.
Twenty-three objections have been
received so far, with multiple residents asking for the reduction of one
podium level and two levels.
A recent VCAT decision regarding
the proposal found that the proposed
development had not “adequately
addressed its amenity impacts on its
neighbours”.
“We find the combined heritage
and design directions for this site
require a significantly lower building that can better respect the heritage streetscape of Albert St and its
broader heritage and urban design
context,” the decision read.
East Melbourne Group planning
convenor Greg Bisinella said the
height of the proposal failed to conserve and enhance the predominantly
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low-rise heritage fabric of East Melbourne.
“Like so many development applications in East Melbourne, the applicants are going beyond the boundaries,” Mr Bisinella said.
“In the past two years, four major
planning development applications
in East Melbourne have been submitted to council with excessive height
all well above the DDA controls and
have been reduced with little pressure from council.”
“You have to draw the conclusion
that this is greedy rather than discretionary … East Melbourne residents
are simply sick and tired of being
played.”
Mr Bisinella added that the height
of the new building would set a dangerous precedent in the suburb.
“This will have the consequence of
more visual clutter, loss of amenity
and a precedent to make East Melbourne a suburb full of high-rise towers,” Mr Bisinella said.
Stage one of the development was
approved by the City of Melbourne in
2016 and completed in 2020, which
saw the expansion of the cancer services building.
Stage two is to see maternity services expanded and relocated on the
site as well as new theatres for a range
of procedures.
Epworth Freemasons executive
general manager Simon Benedict said
the stage two development was about
better care for patients and improve
patient safety.
“All of our maternity patients will
be accommodated on site, but critically they will have access to a stateof-the-art ICU as well as easy access
to our theatres for caesareans, which
Continued on page 2.
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▲ Render of the proposed development from Grey Street. The new facility will be used as a dedicated maternity unit.

East Melbourne fights against
height of new development
Continued from page 1.
is an important development for mothers and
newborns,” Mr Benedict said.
Councillors voted to grant a permit at the
July 6 Future Melbourne Committee subject to
conditions outlined in the Delegate Report and
for the level three podium along Albert St to be
set back further.
Deputy Lord Mayor and the council’s chair
of planning Nicholas Reece said the application
was a challenging matter for councillors as East
Melbourne’s heritage character was one of the
most well-preserved in the municipality.
“I don’t see [the height of] this development
setting a precedent across East Melbourne, but
I do think the officer’s recommendations given

the good design quality, given the setbacks, given the broader context of the health facility
mean the tower height recommendations
should be supported,” Cr Reece said.
Councillor Rohan Leppert said that the permit should be granted with amendments as the
the development was necessary for the hospital
site.
“Although it frustrates residents to see
buildings approved above discretionary height
limits this is the sort of discretion that should
be applied and is meant to be applied under the
Victorian Planning Scheme for circumstances
like this,” Cr Leppert said.
Heritage Victoria is due to decide on a permit
by mid-August

•

Potential changes to the Victorian electoral
boundaries could affect which electorates
Carlton North, Princes Hill and Parkville residents fall within.
Proposed boundaries released by the Electoral
Boundaries Commission show a change in the
districts of Melbourne and Brunswick.
Under the proposed changes, residents from
Carlton North and Princes Hill will be transferred from the district of Melbourne to the
district of Brunswick.
Conversely, those living in West Parkville will
leave the district of Brunswick and rejoin the
rest of Parkville in the district of Melbourne.
The change in boundaries occurred as the
Greens prepare to battle the Labor Party to keep
the marginal seats at the 2022 state election.
According to ABC psephologist Antony
Green, the effects of the proposed changes to
boundaries means the Greens have notionally
extended their leads in both seats.
The Greens have held the district of
Melbourne since 2014, when Ellen Sandell won
the seat after Labor held it continuously for
more than 100 years.
Tim Read won the district of Brunswick for
the Greens at the last election following a decade of growth in support for the party.
The Electoral Boundaries Commission is
taking submissions on the proposed changes
until July 30.
The final boundaries will be declared in
October.
The Electoral Boundaries Commission is
an independent commission responsible for
adjusting electoral boundaries to ensure each
electorate has roughly the same amount of voters and representative of all Victorians
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The myth of the golden bust in Royal Park
Women win big at Parkville’s
expanded netball and hockey centre
words by Rhonda Dredge
ARTS & CULTURE

words by Katie Johnson
SPORT

The brand-new Melbourne Sports Centre
Parkville was opened this month, boasting
$64.6 million worth of new facilities to support women’s sports.
The centre includes six new indoor netball
courts, a new indoor hockey pitch, hot and cold
recovery pools, a creche for parents playing at
the centre, and a high-performance strength
and conditioning gym.
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major
Events Martin Pakula opened the facility on
July 14 and said the centre was an investment
in Victorian women.
“This reimagined centre will benefit thousands of women and girls who come to Parkville
each week to compete and hone their skills in
the games they love,” Mr Pakula said.
“This was an ambitious project and it’s going
to pay big dividends for players, clubs and supporters for many years.”
The new sports mecca formally known as
the State Netball and Hockey Centre will host
500,000 players and spectators each year, with
80 per cent of all participants being women and
girls.
Sixty-four lineal kilometres of timber sports
flooring have been laid and the netball arm of
the centre now has 11 indoor courts.
The expanded centre will also allow for more
use by volleyball, basketball, futsal, badminton
and table tennis players and will be home to the
Women in Sport Leadership Centre.
Netball Victoria chief executive Rosie King
said that with Netball Victoria, Super Netball’s
Melbourne Vixens, Hockey Victoria and dozens
of grassroots hockey and netball teams based
at the centre, the new facilities would open the
venue for more community participation.
“We are thrilled to open a new chapter of
the sport in Victoria – we thank the Victorian

Government for their investment in women’s
sport,” Ms King said.
Under Development Victoria’s new initiative
to encourage more women into construction,
half of the redevelopment team was female.
Hockey Victoria chief executive Andrew
Skillern said the new site would help to put
Australian sportswomen on the world stage.
“The new high-performance facilities provide an opportunity for women and girls all
around Victoria to develop, thrive and contribute to our global standings in world hockey,” Mr
Skillern said.
Work has also begun on the $2.6 million redevelopment of the Western Pavilion in Royal
Park. The new pavilion will include a social
room and kitchen, four gender neutral change
facilities, two umpire rooms and roughly 350
square metres of space will be returned to parkland once the existing pavilion is demolished.
Lord Mayor Sally Capp said that the city’s
sporting grounds were in high-demand with
375 community teams which would benefit
from the upgraded facility.
“This project will create an estimated 18 jobs
over the life of the project and deliver better
facilities for female athletes using the Pavilion,”
the Lord Mayor said.
“We want to encourage more women’s sport
across the municipality and to do that we need
invest in upgrading our facilities to make them
more inclusive for everyone to use.
“Importantly, these projects create jobs now
when we need them most but also help to build
a better community for years to come.”
The Lord Mayor also said that now was
the best time to keep the community healthy
though sport.
“We know local sport has taken a hit during
the COVID-19 pandemic and we want to ensure
it returns better and stronger than ever,” the
Lord Mayor said.
The Pavilion is expected to be completed in
April 2022

•

The girls were out flaunting at Royal Park in
July enjoying the winter sun and the view.
One was a golden bust who appeared mysteriously one Saturday morning.
She was gone three days later, removed by
council workers.
Even her pole was gone, leaving a dug-up area
at the intersection of two paths as the only trace
of her presence.
The bust of a lady in her classical pose is still
remembered by park-goers, as the act of an unknown artist active in the area.
“I’ve heard of something similar in
Northcote,” said Mark, a daily visitor to the park
who remembers exactly when she appeared.
“She went covertly up on Friday after 6pm,”
he said. “We always come here and stop after
our walk.”
The statue was there the following morning,
he said. “My dog growled at it, a statue with its
arms up. When I touched it she was accepting.”
The presence of the golden bust was noted

▲ Lily Hart inspired by the mystery.

▲ Mark’s dog Dabel shows where the bust once stood.

▲ The statue before it was removed.

fleetingly by the artsy crowd who walk their
dogs in the area and by a picture posted online.
Town planner Matt Garner remembered seeing her around three weeks ago.
“She seemed smallish at first. I wasn’t sure if
I’d missed her previously. She might have been
there for ages.”
He said there was a pretty compelling argument for thought-provoking art in public
spaces.
She wasn’t that big she would have created a
public liability, he said.
Lily Hart never saw the golden bust, but she
doesn’t mind.
“Maybe it’s more interesting that she’s not
there anymore. Now this is a mystery, the golden-like sculpture. It’s mythical. Was it there or
was it part of your imagination?”

•

CARLTON
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WIN A $500 CARLTON CASH VOUCHER
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Redeem your Carlton Cash at all participating
Carlton Inc. Members. A list of Members can be
found on our website: carltoninc.org.au

Winners will be contacted directly via Instagram on August 31!
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ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

COVID-19 vaccine
If you are eligible, now is the time to book in for your COVID-19 vaccine.
Having a safe and effective vaccine available in Australia helps protect
you, your family and your community from coronavirus. To learn more, visit
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

 آ،19-مؤهل� للحصول عىل لقاح كوفيد
ين
 يساعد توفّر لقاح ِآمن.الن هو الوقت المناسب لحجز موعد لكم ألخذ اللقاح
إذا كنتم
وفعال ن� ت
 يُرجى زيارة الموقع، لمعرفة المزيد.أس�اليا عىل حمايتكم وحماية عائلتكم ومجتمعكم من يف�وس كورونا
ّت ي
ن
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine �و
إ
اللك� ي

如果符合新冠疫苗接种资格，请尽快预约。在澳大利亚接种安全有效的疫苗，有助于保护个人、家庭和社区
免受新冠病毒的侵害。
更多信息请访问：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

如果符合COVID-19疫苗施打資格，請儘快預約。在澳洲施打安全有效的疫苗，有助於保護個人、家庭和社
區免受新冠病毒的侵害。更多資訊請訪問：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Haddii aad u qalanto, hadda ayaa ah waqtiga loo samaysto ballan talaalka COVID-19.
Inaad qaadato talaalka laga hello Australia ee wax ku oolka ah wuxuu ka caawimaa
adiga, qoyskaaga, iyo bulshadaada coronavirus-ka. Si aad wax badan uga ogaato, booqo
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Nếu hội đủ tiêu chuẩn, giờ đây là lúc quý vị lấy hẹn để được chủng ngừa COVID-19. Việc
có sẵn thuốc chủng ngừa an toàn và hiệu quả ở Úc giúp bảo vệ quý vị, gia đình và cộng
đồng của quý vị không bị bệnh coronavirus. Muốn biết thêm thông tin xin vào trang
mạng coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Inner City News
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Vaccine uptake at Royal Exhibition
Building remains sluggish
words by Katie Johnson
HEALTH

The Royal Exhibition Building’s vaccination
hub was a ghost town when Inner City News visited in late July, with only a handful of people
lined up to get their COVID shots.
Since it opened on March 28, the hub has
been administering an average of 100 to 200
AstraZeneca shots a day, well below the numbers seen at mass vaccination hubs overseas.
Twenty-six-year-old Jessica was on her way
out of the building after receiving the vaccine
and said the process to walk in had been “very
easy”.
“I was a walk-in today and I didn’t have to
wait at all, I just went straight up and they asked
me a couple of questions about my eligibility
and before the vaccine the nurse explained everything that was going to happen,” Jessica said.
“Afterwards I was asked to wait about 15
minutes to be observed and also book my

▲ Male koala Sandy being treated at Melbourne Zoo Vet Clinic for injuries caused by bushfire.

Melbourne Zoo to build new animal hospital

▲ Vaccine line-up on July 23.

second dose, but the whole process took less
than 30 minutes.”
Jessica said that young people should be getting the vaccine not only to protect themselves
but the whole community.
“The science is very clear on why we should
all get vaccinated, I think we really need to
make sure the information we are receiving is
from reliable sources and what the right thing
to do it,” she said.
Donavan Smith had booked to receive his
second dose of the AstraZenaca vaccine and
said there had been “no delays at all”.
“I wanted to feel confident going back out
into society and not worry about getting sick,”
Mr Smith said.
Lucy Rose said she was getting the vaccine
because “there was no microchips in it”.
“I’d like to protect people who are more
vulnerable than me and I think if everyone gets
vaccinated, we can start living a bit more normally,” Ms Rose said.
“My mum is one of the vulnerable ones and
I’d like to be around her, so we need Scomo to
roll it out quicker.”

•

▲ Jessica after her first AstraZenaca shot.

Photo: Melbourne Zoo.

JADOR FLOWERS

ENVIRONMENT

Melbourne Zoo is set to receive a new wildlife
hospital to cope with the rising demand for
urgent animal care during bushfires and other
extreme weather events.
The $1.9 million facility will be situated
behind the zoo’s current vet facilities and will
contain an intensive care unit, recovery cages,
a kitchenette for preparing animal food, and
holding cages.
Melbourne Zoo director Michelle Bruggeman
said the hospital would have a particular focus
on koalas and bats but would be equipped to
house most small mammals, reptiles and birds.
“This new facility will be dedicated
to care of wildlife in need and it’s really
important to manage this carefully for biosecurity reasons,” Ms Bruggerman said.
“We know this will be more and more important in future years as climate change will continue to increase the intensity and frequency
of extreme weather events, like we saw in the
Black Summer bushfires.”
Currently, the zoo has a single-storey vet

KENZAN JAPANESE RESTAURANT

facility which is used to provide care for more
than 3000 animals housed at the zoo and takes
in around 800 injured, orphaned or ill wildlife
each year.
The new hospital will allow for an increased
intake of a wide variety of wildlife, including a
400 per cent increase in koala capacity.
CEO of RSPCA Victoria Dr Liz Walker said
that RSPCA was proud to have contributed $1
million from donations collected during the
National Bushfire Appeal.
“Made possible and on behalf of the generous
Australians who donated to RSPCA’s National
Bushfire Appeal, we are incredibly pleased
to contribute funding toward the development of a new specialised wildlife hospital at
Melbourne Zoo,” Dr Walker said.
“We’re excited to be partnering with Zoos
Victoria on the new Wildlife Hospital at
Melbourne Zoo and for the opportunity to once
again combine the expertise of each organisation, to collectively create better welfare for our
native wildlife in Victoria on a day-to-basis and
importantly, during times of emergency.”
The hospital is expected to be completed in
early 2022
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The Voice of East Melbourne, Carlton and Parkville

▲ Fans at Arg yle Square after the win. Photo credit: Carlton Inc.

▲ Italians young and old celebrated on Lygon street well into the night.

Lygon St comes alive after Italy’s win before plunging into lockdown
Continued from page 1.
Sergeant Jim Lappin said there was a “substantial crowd of 1000 people or more who
behaved well” at Argyle Square.
“The crowd was well-behaved, jubilant and
celebratory,” Sergeant Lappins said.
“We’ve arrested a few people for lighting
flares due to the safety issues but that’s all we’ve
had to manage.”
Traders along the Lygon St strip were also
enjoying the electric atmosphere.
St Charly owner Tony Rahme said that although fans were “going crazy” the crowds had
been respectful.
“The energy is full on, but we’ve been really
happy with the police presence as there’s been
no damage and everything has been fine,” Mr
Rahme said.
Donnini’s owner Marco Donnini said the

atmosphere was one of “controlled joy”.
“There was definitely an energy of suppressed
enthusiasm this morning which came out in a
very well-tempered way,” Mr Donnini said.
“The fact that so many people can call Carlton
and Lygon St home and can celebrate safely is
excellent for the traders and the whole suburb.”
“I’m looking forward to Carlton winning a
premiership.”
The Madaferri family was enjoying a meal
at DOC after the win and had travelled from
Oakleigh East to be among the action.
Jessica Madaferri said the energy was amazing and her “heart was pumping”.
“I feel like I need blood pressure medication,”
she said.
Dom Madaferri was also feeling the passion.
“I’m feeling better than when I got married,”
he said.
Bruno Curulli had just finished school and

was walking down Lygon St with his mother
when Inner City News approached him.
“It was a well-deserved win and a fun match
to watch, coming out here the energy is like a
big party,” Mr Curulli said.
“There’s a sense of belonging with everyone
out on the street, everyone here is like family.”
To celebrate the win, the Royal Exhibition
Building was lit up with the colours of the
Italian flag for the night.
Premier Daniel Andrews commended the
team in a Facebook post.
“This morning hundreds of Azzurri fans
watched the Euro final on Lygon St from a projector balanced on an esky on top of a table,” the
Premier wrote.
“I thought we could light up something else
tonight to celebrate their win. Forza Italia.”
Since the celebrations, Melbourne has entered its fifth lockdown, leaving Lygon Street a
ghost town once more

“There’s a sense
of belonging with
everyone out on the
street, everyone here is
like family.”

↥
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Lockdown causing mental anguish for housing tower residents
words by Katie Johnson

“I’ve witnessed two incidents
where elderly residents had
passed away and were only
found because people started
to smell the body.”

COMMUNITY

Isolation, family violence, and poverty are
running rampant at Carlton’s housing estates
as Melbourne’s fifth lockdown wreaks havoc on
the residents.
Community leaders and residents say the
Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) has been “incompetent” when it comes
to providing support services for those who
need them most.
Drummond Street Services family services
manager Amuna Abdella said that confining
families to such small spaces was having a major impact on their mental health.
“The impact of this lockdown is really huge,
people are flat, they’re struggling with unemployment and poverty, kids aren’t listening to
their parents and family violence is on the rise,”
Ms Abdella said.
“It’s already very isolating to be from the
housing towers, and it’s particularly bad now
for mothers, unemployed men, older people and
those with a disability.”
During the lockdown, drug and alcohol use
has also been increasing, with many apartments
having been taken over by squatters.
As a result, residents are fearful to leave their
apartments for fear of intimidation or exposing
their children to drug use in the common areas.
Resident Shewit Kahsay who is a mother to
two children, aged 13 and five, said that it was
“miserable” to keep her kids locked up inside.
“With the kids not going to school, it’s not
easy to keep them in such a small space, it gives
me a headache,” Ms Kahsay said.
“We don’t have a backyard because we live
in the high-rise, and the kids don’t want to go
downstairs or go into the lift even after being
online all day.”
Another resident Tewelde Kidane, who
also works as the concierge at 480 Lygon St,
said managing the mental health and drug
issues in the building was “a constant battle”.
“People are extremely stressed and lonely, and it’s an everyday experience of
drug affected people causing issues for
the other residents,” Mr Kidane said.
“The laundry is being used as a drug injection room on Level 2, Level 8 and Level 10,
and families are worried to let their kids
out so it’s a huge health and safety issue.”
Despite residents’ concerns for their safety, the
tenuous relationship with police and DHHS
has meant that many of the issues have gone
unreported.
Ms Abdella said that residents’ relationship
with the police was “not good”, particularly
among young people.
“We’ve seen two cases just recently where a
child was coming home from school and police

↥
▲ Young residents have had the police called on them for playing in the common outdoor area during lockdown.

stopped to ask him what he was doing there,
accusingly asked if he knew another resident,
and were very hostile,” Ms Abdella said.
“The relationship with young people isn’t
good and a lot of work needs to be done if police want to be involved in a positive way.”
Another resident, Sara, who did not wish for
her real name to be used due to her government
job, said that COVID had exacerbated residents’
distrust of police.
“A lot of the kids will play basketball or soccer
downstairs because they obviously don’t have a
backyard and residents who live in the private
towers will call the police on them,” Sara said.
“Police officers at the North Melbourne
station were trying to turn a blind eye to it but
they got so many calls that they had act.”
“It’s stressful for the parents and hard for
young boys especially because they end up
locked inside due to the disconnect from people
who have balconies to sit in and get fresh air.”

Residents’ lack of trust also extends to DHHS
and the Department of Families, Fairness and
Housing (DFFH), which Sara said had been
“absent”.
“The honest truth is they don’t care, it’s a
revolving door of people in charge, they’re not
accessible at all and the don’t answer letters,”
Sara said.
“They need to do welfare checks on elderly
and vulnerable residents because many residents don’t have an outlet to reach out.”
Sara said that due to the lack of DHHS welfare checks, there had been recent incidents
where residents had passed away and weren’t
found until days later.
“During the hard lockdown last year and on
May 17 this year, I’ve witnessed two incidents
where elderly residents had passed away and
were only found because people started to smell
the body,” Sara said.
“These are residents who don’t work, their

family members can’t visit them due to the
lockdown, they don’t have a mobile phone and
can’t alert people during an emergency.”
“There is supposed to be an alarm system in
the bedrooms and the bathrooms for the elderly
residents in 530 Lygon St but none of them
work despite constant letters asking DHHS to
fix them.”
For many of the residents, common areas and
community events were their main source of
human connection.
With the lockdown, events such as the
much-anticipated Islamic Eid al-Adha celebrations were cancelled leaving many residents
despondent and isolated.
Ms Abdella said that the loss of hope was
“very sad” and many residents were lost without the shared spaces to connect with others.
“I had a woman come to me recently and say
that for the last nine months, no one knocked
on her door, not even by mistake,” she said.
To fix these deep-rooted problems, Ms
Abdella said that DHHS needed to “get their act
together”, listen to the stories of residents and
involve them in decision making.
“We don’t want someone from behind closed
doors speaking in a hieroglyphic language, we
need members of our Carlton community involved in every part of the process to help us
create a safe space in the inner city,” Ms Abdella
said.
“Whether it’s people with a disability,
LGBTQI people, women of colour, there are
really qualified people here who went to university five times just to get a foot in the door – so
give us the opportunity.
“Young people are very angry, and the government needs to act quickly to address it – so
let’s not wait until it’s too late.”
DHHS did not respond in time for publication

•
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Small businesses left reeling after another lockdown
words by Brendan Rees
BUSINESS

Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp has urged
the federal government to set national targets
for the level of vaccinations after declaring
“uncertainty is hurting businesses as much as
the lockdowns”.
It comes as hundreds of small businesses in
inner city Melbourne have been left devastated
after enduring yet another lockdown in July.
Rose Gibaldi, manager of Stuzzichino Cafè
Restaurant and Bar in Lygon St, Carlton, said
daily revenue since the lockdown began – from
selling takeaways – was down 90 per cent on
normal trade.
“We’re pulling out like maybe $100 a day
each, just trying to put out a wage for ourselves
just to have some money,” she said.
“We’re not actually here for the money, we’re
here because a lot of our regulars in the morning have their coffee before they go to work and
we’re doing the right thing by them.”
While she supported the government’s cash
support, Ms Gibaldi said “it’s not working because there are a lot of people around us that
haven’t made it, they’ve closed down”.
She said it was important the government
gave more clarity to business owners as “it takes
like a good month or two before people start
coming out and the confidence that it’s safe
[after lockdowns] – and that’s what stresses us”.
“We thought finally we’re back on our feet
again and things are starting to be back to normal and then bang, another lockdown.”
Ms Gibaldi said their cashflow was “not even
close” to being able to pay rent and overhead
costs but was grateful they had an “amazing
landlord” who was “quite understanding”.
Joanne Gibson, who runs a hair salon on
Lygon St called Honey Ryder, said she had been
racking up debts after her business closed due
to COVID restrictions.
“It’s enough to make you really shut the doors
and say ‘I’ve gone broke’ but I don’t give up that
easily,” the 60-year-old sole trader said.
She said she was reliant on savings and had
to put bills on hold – such as rent and her phone
account – to make ends meet.
“It’s pretty scary. I just had to move my business because my lease was up … so I’ve had the
relocation costs as well.”
Also left reeling was Chris McDonald, the
managing director of StayCentral Melbourne
Corporate Apartments (which includes a

▲ Manager Rose Gibalidi (above) and long time employee Barbara Piscioneri (below) of Stuzzichino Cafe Restaurant.

restored 1930s art deco apartment in East
Melbourne), who had experienced “very tough”
times with bookings and revenue drying up once
lockdowns or restrictions were announced.
“We have barely had four to six weeks to
recover from the lockdown that ended in early
June (like we did after the mid-February lockdown) and we’re in lockdown again,” he said.
“This is the first time in the 16 years that I’ve
had this business, when I’ve had to shorten the
cancellation period down to within two days of
the arrival date.”

“The property owners are frequently families
who have made an investment towards their
retirements, and they have large mortgages as a
result. They have been impacted by this slowdown in the hospitality industry.”
“There’s just no point working out how
much money the business has lost. It is more
important to focus on generating new bookings
and retaining the very talented staff that it has.”
Mr McDonald said government grants had
helped “to keep our heads above water” while
he was able to “reinvigorate the business”.

He said StayCentral was a small Australian
business and didn’t “want its services to diminish while large conglomerates take over the
industry.”
The lockdown was also a devastating blow
for Carlton Yoga Collective and SomaChi Yoga
on Lygon St, which was identified as a tier one
exposure site.
The owners of the yoga studio, who declined
to comment on the matter, told Inner City
News in June that they had been trying to grow
their client base since opening in March.
But after enduring repeated lockdowns they
felt their confidence had been crushed and all
their hard work had “literally been broken”.
Phillip Mansour, executive officer of the
Carlton Traders’ Association, said lockdowns
had rattled consumer confidence with businesses “doing everything they possibly can” to push
on.
But in a sign of hope, he said the Carlton
business precinct was beginning to recover
before the lockdown with many shopfronts
having been leased or undergoing renovations
for new businesses to open.
“Carlton hasn’t really fallen as hard as
many as the other precincts like Chapel St,”
he said, adding the hundreds of soccer fans
that crammed into cafes to celebrate Italy’s
win in the European Championship final was
“amazing”.
“We’ve still got a really big vibe and people
are coming to visit,” he said.
He said the association was still running
#CarltonCash via Instagram where $500 cash
was given away to one lucky winner each month
and redeemable at participating eateries.
Cr Capp said, “now is the time for the National
Cabinet to set a vaccination target” so the country could “open up and live with the virus.”
“After more than a year of lockdowns there
is still no ‘freedom day’ on our horizon
which means there is no hope for our small
business owners and workers,” she said.
“National Cabinet must urgently agree on how
many people need to be vaccinated before the
lockdowns stop. This will provide certainty
and confidence to business that there is an end
date for the devastating lockdowns, state border
closures and crippling uncertainty.”
Cr Capp said until that occurred, the federal
government needed to reinstate JobKeeper so
small business owners could “survive until we
reach the vaccination rate that allows them to
stay open.”

•

Melbourne Uni providing free meals for hungry students
words by Katie Johnson
COMMUNITY

With lockdown five dragging on with no clear
end in sight, many students are out of work and
struggling to put meals on the table.
To cater for those in insecure or casual work,
the University of Melbourne has been offering
pre-packaged meals and fresh fruit and vegetable boxes to their students free of charge.
Global Learning team senior advisor Bradley
Manson said demand for the program had remained constant since it began in May 2020.
“We’ve had the heavy demand for the program during the long lockdown during winter
last year and since then the need has remained
constant,” Mr Manson said.
“We’ve run nonstop since last year, even
though a lot of the other universities’ free meals
programs have shut down.”
Since the program began, both international
and domestic students have been using the program to receive a weekly allocation of meals at
Uni Lodge.
The meals are available to any student who
registers online, with no questions asked about
their circumstances.
Mr Manson said that aside from promoting
the program, the biggest barrier to students receiving meals was convincing them that it was
acceptable to get help.
“A lot of students think that they’re not struggling as hard as other students so they don’t feel
like they should get free meals,” Mr Mason said.

▲ SecondBite ambassador Matt Preston handing out meals to students at the beginning of the pandemic in 2020.
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“But we have the supply, we don’t ask about
your circumstances, we don’t require any
documentation, and no one walks away empty
handed.”
“We only have one ethos which is to get as
many meals into as many hands as possible.”
Mr Manson said that Victorian students
needed extra support when it came to food
security as doors to employment had been shut
during the constant lockdowns.
“A lot of our students are casual workers
employed in fields like hospitality and retail, so
there’s been a huge loss of income for them, and
international students have received no support
at all,” Mr Manson said.
“Many vulnerable students have been telling
us that the program saved their lives, because
with COVID around they were scared and anxious to go out of their houses to get food.”
Twenty students who were identified as
having severe mental health issues or a disability were also able to access the free meals via a
delivery service that delivered straight to their
doors.
Mr Manson said that the program had been
extremely successful so far and they had received positive feedback from students.
“Dozens of students have written in to tell us
how much the program helped them during the
lockdown, so it’s great to get that feedback,” he
said.
If you are a University of Melbourne student
wanting to receive a free meal pack, visit the
university website

•
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Beloved Parkville Store to become Café Piccolina

Refugees held in Park Hotel resettle in the US

words by Katie Johnson

words by Matt Harvey

BUSINESS

PROTEST

After more than 10 years of trading, the sudden closure of the Parkville Store last month
left regulars feeling the loss of their favourite
neighbourhood café.
Established in 1884 as a grocer, it had undergone many transformations over the years, but
had always been a warm, welcoming space for
locals to gather.
One of its regulars, Alex Wright, had been
working at the nearby Naughton’s Hotel for
eight years when the previous owners approached her.
“I wasn’t really looking to own a business, but
when the opportunity presented itself all signs
pointed to yes,” Ms Wright said.
“This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
that I wouldn’t get again.”
Since moving to Melbourne from a small
town in New South Wales eight years ago, Ms
Wright has become a familiar face in Parkville.
Not only had she managed Naughton’s for five
years, she was also playing gigs there with her
acoustic duo band Desdemona once a month.
So, when the opportunity arose to be the new
face of the Parkville Store, the choice was clear.
“I have the benefit of being in the community
for so long, so I know how important the space
is for Parkville and how devastated everyone
was when the owners had to close,” Ms Wright
said.
“Even though I don’t live here, Parkville feels
like my home.”
Currently amid getting the café ready for
re-opening, Ms Wright said it was important to
get the right balance between putting her own
stamp on the place while honouring its heritage.
“It’s going to be called Café Piccolina, which
means little one in Italian. That’s what my
grandma used to call me,” Ms Wright said.
“It’s a beautiful heritage building with a long
history, so I want to honour that, but I’m also

Detained refugees who faced uncertain futures
in detention inside The Park Hotel have started
to be evacuated overseas, as part of a refugee
resettlement deal that was delayed due to
COVID-19.
Arrangements to resettle detainees from
detention on Nauru and Papua New Guinea’s
Manus Island, as well as those who have been
transferred back to Australia for medical reasons, were made in September 2016, under the
Obama administration.
In September 2016 the US intended to
resettle 110,000 refugees in fiscal year 2017,
although this figure was significantly reduced
under the Trump administration, at its lowest
reaching 15,000 refugees.
These numbers were sustained by the Biden
administration for fiscal year 2021.
Refugee detainee Hamid Yousefi was sent to
Manus island in 2013 before being medically
evacuated to Victoria in 2019, only to be kept in
hotel detention for two more years.
“I came again to Australia in 2019 with
Medevac treatment. When I came to Australia,
I told myself ‘Hamid, all the hardships are over’
but this was my hardship again. I spent nearly
two years in a hotel prison in Melbourne,” Mr
Yousefi said.

•

Enquiries:
cafepiccolina@gmail.com

❝

I spent nearly two years in a
hotel prison in Melbourne.

❝

quite a sentimental person so I want it to be my
own space.”
To honour her Italian background, the new
menu will be vaguely Italian inspired with a
focus on seasonal produce.
“I love the idea of fresh, seasonal produce
and I want to be as sustainable as possible with
minimal wastage,” Ms Wright said.
“There will also be a huge focus on specialty
coffee.”
With 17 years of experience in hospitality, Ms
Wright said that even in a pandemic she felt excited for the adventure of re-branding the café.
“I was born into the industry, my grandparents had a restaurant, and my grandad had a
vineyard, so even though I’ve done different
things I always come back to it,” she said.
“I’m stoked to have a little cafe in Parkville
and can’t wait to have a cosy, inviting space for
the locals to come back to.”
Café Piccolina is set to open on August 7,
pending restrictions

Despite arriving initially in 2013 Mr Yousefi’s
refugee status was not officially recognised
until 2015, two years after his arrival and two
years before the deal would be struck with the
US.
Mr Yousefi was one of two refugees recently
evacuated from hotel detention and resettled in
Atlanta, Georgia after eight years of detention.
The removal of these two refugees still leaves
more than 30 refugees within the Park Hotel
detention centre facing an uncertain future.
Former US Deputy Secretary of State Heather
Higginbottom has stated the US agreed to the
arrangement in order to “relieve the suffering of
these refugees.”
The US will pay for the costs of resettlement,
including flights and accommodation.
The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), Filippo Grandi, previously endorsed the arrangement “in light of the
acute humanitarian situation” and stated that
UNHCR “has no other choice” but to endorse
the deal in order to avoid prolonging the uncertainty faced by refugees on Manus and Nauru.
UNHCR went on to note that such endorsement “does not alter Australia’s obligations
under international law, including the right to
seek asylum irrespective of the mode of arrival.”
Amnesty International described the announcement as “an extreme step in shirking
responsibility by the Australian Government,”
while noting that the US would give resettled
refugees a genuine chance at restarting their
lives in a safe place.
“I came to America on June 21 this year. [It
was a] golden day of my life and the day of
salvation from all past hardships. I still can’t
believe it and every day I think of my friends
who are stuck in the limbo of Australian government,” Mr Yousefi said.
“I’m having hard time in America but I’m
happy to be free like all human beings in the
world and I beg the Australian government to
release my innocent friends.”

•

No sports fans means empty rooms in East Melbourne hotels
words by Rhonda Dredge
ECONOMY

Hoteliers in East Melbourne have
been forced to reassess their reliance
on sporting fixtures as a result of the
recent outbreaks of COVID-19 at the
MCG and AAMI Park.
“I thought I could manage during
COVID. I was going to keep my doors
open,” Jenny Kerr of Birches Serviced
Apartments in nearby Simpson St
said.
“It’s got the point now it might be
better to close.”
And The Pullman, a 470-bed
hotel in Wellington Parade directly
opposite the MCG, swiftly closed
for renovations when Victoria’s snap
lockdown was announced.
“Everyone had to leave,” Harry
Haralalubous said, one of the maintenance crew working at the hotel.
He said the place was jumping after
the Carlton-Geelong game on July 10
when the infections occurred. “The
other week it was chockas,” he said.
“There were 70,000 at the footy.”
Now the hotel is in the hands of
a maintenance crew and after an
innings of 18 years, Jenny is considering selling her business.
The sports grounds were declared
exposure sites last month with more
than 6000 attendees graded as Tier I
contacts and told to go into isolation
for 14 days.
This was just the latest blow for
Jenny. She was considering selling
the business when the pandemic hit
but is now “stuck in a holding bay”.
She has come up with several creative solutions to the drop in travellers during the successive lockdowns,
but it takes two months to recover
after each, she said.

▲ Jenny Kerr at Birches Serviced Apartments on Simpson Street.

▲ The Pullman Hotel caters to visitors at the MCG.

▲ Maintenance worker Harry Haralalubous at The Pullman.

During the long second lockdown,
she rented out apartments to homeless people. One hit the news when
she staged an exhibition of her paintings at Birches.
The charm of Jenny and her 1960s
moderne building touched the hearts
of locals and art people throughout
the city as it formed a creative setting
for Ms Painter’s work.
But now, in the dark, cold reality
of the lingering pandemic, Jenny has
had to reassess her livelihood.
“I’ve had to put off the maintenance guy,” she said. “The week before I did it all on my own. Normally
I’m working hard on marketing.”
“There’s not much point these
days. We put out a news blast last
week because there were three games
at the MCG.”
All that planning came to nothing
because Round 18 games were played
without crowds.
Jenny said she normally redid the
data every month on her website. “I
have to pay for optimisation but it’s
starting to not pay for itself,” she said.
The only guests she has currently
are the families of those having medical procedures at nearby hospitals. It
saddens her when they show her their
permits for travelling.
For now, Jenny is sending email
brochures about her lovely little
apartments directly to the receptionists of surgeons in the area so they
can be forwarded to patients.
And The Pullman is taking the
opportunity to renovate with maintenance staff working on balconies
and 200 new mini-bar fridges being
installed.
“We’re waiting for Dan before we
re-open,” Harry said. “I’m glad I still
have a job.”

•
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“Justice delayed is justice denied”
words by Matt Harvey
FEATURE

For more than 10 years now, 74-year-old Ian
Cunliffe has been offering legal advice and services to public housing residents, but he refuses
to take a cent for his work.
Carlton Housing Estate Residents Services
(CHERS) houses Carlton Legal Service
(CLS) as part of the Carlton Public Residents’
Association. CLS represents the residents on all
a range of large and small issues.
The free legal service and assistance can relate
to any of the government’s services, including:
• Housing and VCAT
• Police matters
• Court matters
• Writing effective letters
• General legal help and advice
• Telecommunications
• Traffic
• Parking issues
• Appear in court on one’s behalf
After more than 10 years of running the CLS,
even Mr Cunliffe is surprised to find himself as
founder and director of the organisation.
“Yeah, that’s not by design, as so many others
said life is what happens to you when you are
busy making other plans,” Mr Cunliffe said.
After having a stroke in 2009, he found himself unable to work and looking for what to do
next with his life.
“I thought, why don’t I do some of the things
I’ve neglected through my life, I’ve always
fancied the idea of doing some woodwork,” Mr
Cunliffe said.
He sought out a Men’s Shed, a community-based service provider which prioritises the
wellbeing of men by helping to prevent social
isolation through providing a safe, friendly and
welcoming place for men to work on meaningful projects and to contribute to the wider
community.
This attempt to fill his life with new direction would bring him straight back to the law
as it became clear there was a need for the kind
of support that Mr Cunliffe had spent his life
developing the skills to provide.
“There was a need for a hand with submissions for these fronting roles as heads of the
residents’ committee over there and that sort of
thing morphed into helping residents around
the place with some legal advice and help,” Mr
Cunliffe said.
His legal history is long and storied with a
career as a solicitor in private practice and as a
senior federal public servant, and he has been a

▲ Ian in his messy office at the Carlton housing towers.

partner in some of Australia’s largest legal firms.
Earlier in his career Ian was successively
head of the legal section of the Department
of Prime Minister and Cabinet, Secretary,
director of research of the Australian Law
Reform Commission and chief executive of the
Australian Constitutional Commission.
Mr Cunliffe recognised the need for a place
that would be helpful and support a community.
“The help that is needed mostly it’s just helping people who are not familiar with the systems navigate their way through those systems
to the best effect and it’s sort of grown from
there,” Mr Cunliffe said.
“Often things are quite unjust for these people, but they haven’t really known, as you or I
would, where to turn to sort the thing out. And
then they’re confronted due to language and

cultural things, confronted with difficulties in
sorting it out.”
Working within a community where you
might not have close connections, or even speak
the languages, brings its own complications.
Mr Cunliffe does not work alone. He is assisted by Carlton Men’s Shed manager and CLS
co-ordinator Hamdi Ali.
“I work very closely with Hamdi and a few
other people but Hamdi is so well plugged in
to people from the Horn of Africa, that’s where
he’s from, I’ve learned as much from him as he
has from me and between us we’ve been able to
help a lot of people.”
This connection with Hamdi brings a lot of
clout within the community and an air of trust
and authenticity as Mr Ali is well recognised by
his community.

“He’s well regarded, as he should be, and he
is well connected in that community. He’s got a
weekly radio program on 3CR in Somali and he
knows a lot of people around the place so it all
works very well,” Mr Cunliffe said.
“I’m a great believer in multicultural Australia
and we’ve seen over the years just wonderful
people coming here as non-English speaking
Italians, Greeks, or whatever it is and they’ve
risen to be captains of industry and really good
people.”
The work done by Mr Cunliffe with CLS
is pro bono, funded entirely by Mr Cunliffe
although he certainly doesn’t think of it as an
inconvenience or even as an expense.
“I wouldn’t say [I’m] funding [it], there’s not
a lot of money involved. Occasionally I’ve got
to buy a book, occasionally I’ve got to pay for
a tram ticket to go to court, or occasionally I’ve
got to buy some printing paper but there’s not
much cost involved,” Mr Cunliffe said.
“One of the things I enjoy about this is in
big law firms you’re conscious that every hour
you turn over you’ve got to bill someone $500,
well here I can spend as much time as I think
the job needs and there’s not that feeling that
somehow you’ve got to justify the expenditure.
If someone’s got a problem, you want to try and
solve the problem.”
He has also found the systems he is in constant connection with, such as NDIS, Services
Australia’s Robodebt and My Gov, are all in desperate need of overhaul and reconsideration.
There is a sense of isolation, disconnection,
and evasion when attempting to do small simple tasks within these systems.
“Literally you’ll get a wad of 700 pages of material most of which is complete gobbledygook.
Usually, it’s just computer-generated numbers
that don’t mean anything … you’ll find at most a
dozen pages that are relevant to anything,” Mr
Cunliffe said.
“I really do believe, very strongly, that [keeping people from talking directly to government
staff] is a real motivating factor not only with
Centrelink but with banks and telecommunications companies and so forth, they want you off
balance. They want you to not be able to pose
hard questions to real people. Its deliberately
putting away those things, accountability and
transparency.”
If you or someone you know lives in Carlton
public housing and are facing uncertainty
with government services contact CLS or try
the drop-in service, the drop-in is open any
Monday or Friday at 11am or on Wednesdays at
11.30am

•

A fifth punch in the gut for local gyms
words by Emma Hartley
BUSINESS

Another lockdown was the last thing inner city
fitness venues needed after the steep downturn
in business during 2020.
While most businesses, such as retail and hospitality venues, were able to open their doors
again after the last lockdown ended on June 11,
gyms and yoga studios had to endure another
week of closure.
Now the two-week circuit breaker has added to the losses of the last four shutdowns for
Parkville based The Gym Melbourne’s managing director Lonnie Pitcher.
“For every one month of lockdown, it could
take two to three months to recover,” Mr Pitcher
told Inner City News.
When the pandemic hit, Yoga Bhuja owner
and teacher John Soper suddenly started to lose
the solid customer base that he had managed to
build up during the two years prior.
“There’s a real dearth of international students at the moment and no one coming in to
replace that group,” Mr Soper said. “And less
people working in the area and also academic
redundancies too.”
What Mr Pitcher called “the knock-on effects” from the first three lockdowns had really
taken their toll with the fourth lockdown.
In a letter addressed to members of the
state and federal governments on behalf of the

Victorian fitness industry, inner city fitness
facility owner Andrew Ward called on governments to change their narrative around the
industry.
“Our industry has been devastated,” he wrote.
“We are now rebuilding Victoria for the fourth
time and that is hard.”
So much more than fitness
The Gym Melbourne sits inside the Royal
Children’s Hospital on Flemington Rd and has
welcomed clients from the hospital and locality
alike.
One purpose of the gym has been, “to add
some colour, some energy for people doing
stressful jobs,” Mr Pitcher said. “But also, the
parents, I think that’s the biggest reward.”
The Gym Melbourne has operated as more
than a space for fitness for some of its customers due to its unique location.
Mr Pitcher said the facility had seen a wide
array of individuals, including “people coming
from the middle of Queensland who have never
stepped foot into a gym and use the treadmill
for half an hour to watch Home and Away, to
gym bunnies who are stuck in the little rooms
upstairs and just need to get out.”
The lack of human interaction has been a
major drawback for Yoga Bhuja in Carlton.
Mr Soper said that the online Zoom classes
kept people on, and it had worked better for
some clients such as one customer who had a
chronic illness and did the exercise on her bed.
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“But it’s not the same experience” he said.
“And not everyone has the space at home.”
The Gym Melbourne also jumped on the
Zoom bandwagon, but Mr Pitcher agreed –
“People love that human interaction” – and
some of the most human moments he has experienced have literally been built into the gym
itself.
One of the facility’s rooms was constructed
by a plasterer whose three-year-old child was in
the hospital for a heart transplant.
That father befriended another parent whose
child also had a heart transplant – he was a
carpenter who volunteered to build the gym’s
reception desk.
“We were just providing them something to
do,” Mr Pitcher said.
Teetering employment
In his letter, Andrew Ward explained the
struggle of having to restart a business “from
scratch” for the fifth time.
He said it had been a challenging trying to
care for staff when closure meant, “a loss of
career” and “destruction of a passion”.
The United Workers Union said that
around 35,000 workers were employed in the
Australian fitness industry.
Fitness trainers and yoga instructors were
particularly vulnerable because they worked in
an industry that the UWU said had, “high rates
of casualisation and contracting”.
The team at Yoga Bhuja has consisted of Mr

Soper and two casual teachers throughout 2020
and 2021.
One of the teachers who moved out of
Melbourne has been teaching remotely from
around NSW thanks to the Zoom classes.
But Mr Soper is still unsure of the future and
his feeling is, “things are going to be moving
very slow for the rest of the year”.
The Gym Melbourne has lost five contractors
since the first lockdown, including one yoga
instructor who was running more than 60 sessions a week and was an employer herself.
“Her business went from all that to nothing,”
Mr Pitcher said.
Fortunately, the gym hired two new staff
members just before the latest lockdown and
they were finally able to start the week fitness
facilities re-opened.
Where to next?
Mr Soper has kept a good headspace.
He said the next steps for Yoga Bhuja were
“trying to keep ahead, keep afloat.”
For the Gym Melbourne, the $7500 government grant has helped cover rent but Mr
Pitcher said, “what helps is being open and
being consistently open.”
He said that without customers, it’s difficult
to build a business because no customer feedback means no improvements can be made.
Mr Pitcher was keen to welcome everyone
back and, “to let everyone know we’re open”

•
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New balloon release laws a real sea change
words by Matt Harvey
ENVIRONMENT

As of July 1, it is now illegal to intentionally
release any number of balloons in the state of
Victoria with fines as high as $16,522 for an
individual.
The EPA now has increased powers to prevent harm to the environment from pollution
and waste.
These powers include new penalties for
intentionally releasing balloons into the
environment.
Under section 115 of the Environment
Protection Act 2017, fines include:
• Up to six penalty units ($991) for a person
• Up to 30 penalty units ($4956) for a
company.
• For a series of balloon releases, and if taken
to court, penalties include:
• Up to 100 penalty units ($16,522) for a
person
• Up to 500 penalty units ($82,610) for a
company.
EPA CEO Lee Miezis said she wanted it to be
clear that there was a level of sense and discretion in enacting the new powers.
“These new penalties are aimed at deterring
the worst offenders, not the kids who lose their
party balloon. We don’t want to be the party
police,” Ms Miezis said.
“We all have a duty to protect the environment, under the new laws. Our response will be
proportionate but if the offense is serious, so
are the penalties.”
Why is this happening?
Zoos Victoria has campaigned since 2017
to make intentional releases of any number of
balloons illegal, encouraging their visitors to
instead do one of the following alternatives:
• Blowing bubbles
• Floating flowers
• Reusable or recyclable bunting
• Paper decorations
• Planting a tree
This is not Zoos Victoria’s first major change;
in 2019 it removed Cadbury chocolate and
Natural Confectionery Company products
from sale at Melbourne Zoo, Werribee Open

“We would like to see the
general public’s access to
helium used for inflating
balloons removed. Helium
would only be available
from gas suppliers for
bona fide reasons.”

↥
Range Zoo and Healesville Sanctuary as they
failed to comply with the organisation’s wildlife-friendly standards.
The balloon release ban is also a means of
protecting wildlife as seabirds.
Acting senior manager of conservation campaigns Darcie Curruthers said the campaign
was “a great win.”
“The intention of the campaign is not to
punish people but to empower the community
to take action,” Ms Curruthers said.
“People more often than not are willing
to change their behaviour with education.
Usually, they are just not aware of the impact
but once aware they are more willing to change
their behaviour.”
Wildlife can be seriously harmed or killed
by balloons and their attachments as marine
mammals, sea birds and turtles often mistake
them for food.
Balloons floating in the water can look like
squid or jellyfish which can cause wildlife to
become entangled or ingest balloon litter.
“According to CSIRO and Zoos Victoria, balloons lost into the wild and floating in water
often look like food to birds and animals which

swallow the plastic or get entangled in ribbons,”
Ms Miezes said.
In Victoria, seals and other animals have been
known to become entangled in balloon ribbons
which can cause lasting damage.
The campaign was inspired by a 2016 CSIRO
study in which experts identified four main
items of marine debris and while balloons were
not the most common; they were disproportionately the deadliest.
What is the research saying?
People may feel the large value of fines is
disproportionate for something as small and
simple as a balloon.
But like all environmentally impactful actions, small gestures build over time causing
larger environmental damage.
The CSIRO research has shown that around
three-quarters of the rubbish along the
Australian coast is plastic.
The density of plastic ranges from a few
thousand pieces of plastic per square kilometre to more than 40,000 pieces of plastic per
square kilometre.
Around the world, nearly half of all seabird
species are likely to ingest these debris.
Birds also eat everything from glow sticks,
industrial plastic pellets, hard bits of plastic,
foam, metal hooks, and fishing line but balloons
have been determined to be the most deadly.
Human dumping is the most important
factor in determining how much debris can be
found at any given site.
Water flow such as storm water and wind
contribute to the transport of debris towards
marine ecosystems.
The CSIRO has predicted that plastic ingestion in seabirds may reach 95 per cent of all
species by 2050, considering the steady increase
of plastics production.
What’s next?
Founder of No Balloon Release Australia,
Karen Joynes has some ideas for where to go
next.
“A uniform national balloon release ban, and
national regulation on the sale of helium used
to inflate balloons,” Ms Joynes said.
While some states do have existing balloon
regulations, South Australia, Queensland,
Tasmania and the Northern Territory have bans

in place. Western Australia will have a ban by
the end of the year.
In NSW and the ACT, up to 19 balloons
are allowed to be released despite the NSW
EPA recognising balloons as environmentally
harmful.
Karen Joynes would also like to see the sale
of helium banned to the general public.
“The only way to stop balloon releases is to
stop the general public having easy access to
helium,” Ms Joynes said.
“We would like to see the general public’s
access to helium used for inflating balloons
removed. Helium would only be available from
gas suppliers for bona fide reasons.”
“If someone has a genuine business use for
helium such as welders, then they would have
access, but they would not be able to use it for
inflating balloons. Helium is scarce and better
used for essential purposes such as cooling MRI
batteries.”

•

HOUSING TOWERS

Ending homelessness in our city

❝

Homelessness Week has been on
our calendars for many years
now. It runs from August 1 to 7
this year and you will probably
be in that week when you are
reading my column.

❝

The homelessness crisis has continued in
Melbourne and throughout Victoria – we are
not solving it. There was temporary accommodation during last year’s long lockdown but
most people did not transition to permanent,
safe housing.
The latest monthly data on Specialist
Homelessness Services in Victoria in March
2021, advises a slight decrease in utilisation of
services since before COVID-19 struck: aihw.
gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/specialist-homelessness-services-monthly-data/
contents/monthly-data
Services responded to 32,902 requests for
assistance in March 2021; 20,645 were female;
12,257 were male; and 3855 requests came from
First Nations people. Not all those who were
homeless have been counted in these figures.

The numbers represent only those who came
forward for help.
Requests for assistance in Victoria were
35 per cent of all those seeking assistance in
Australia but we only have 25 per cent of the
nation’s population.
More than 3800 First Nations people requests were 12 per cent of the all Victorian
requests but they make up 0.8 per cent of the
total Victorian population, indicating their
level of homelessness is 15 times more than the
total population’s.
The state government has to provide a
formal response to the parliamentary Inquiry
into Homelessness by September this year:
parliament.vic.gov.au/lsic-lc/inquiries/
inquiry/976 and there needs to be maximum
pressure on them to commit to ending it and
finding the ways to fund ending it.
To end homelessness, governments in all
three levels must commit to providing permanent housing for all those who need it.
The state government allocated $5.3 billion
last year that I think should have public housing at its centre, as the Save Public Housing
Collective is campaigning for.
The federal government has the resources to
raise social security payments to living incomes
for all. The marginal increase in JobSeeker,
post COVID-19 payments, can only be seen as
an abandonment of hundreds of thousands to
abject poverty and more homelessness.
The federal government should also provide
grants to build public housing to all states
and territories with no obligations to repay.
We know this won’t happen without a change
of federal government so next year’s federal

election will be our opportunity to vote for this
to happen.
In my July Column I drew your attention
to Emeritus Professor at RMIT Dr David
Hayward’s opinion piece on the intrinsic value
of public housing: smh.com.au/business/
the-economy/private-landlords-are-losingbillions-should-we-keep-picking-up-thetab-20210615-p58154.html
This was not just an opinion: it is a factual
account of the billions of dollars of federal
government funds that have been spent on
enhancing the wealth of private investors that
has only made housing more unaffordable for
millions of households.
At some point in time – and I am suggesting
that is now – a majority of voters need to move
to demanding a moral position in government
policy formation and vote to end this extraordinary financial reward to those who have money
to invest and make profits.
I welcome the City of Melbourne’s
commitment to ending homelessness
I congratulate my city on its recent decision
to transform one of its unused building at 602
Bourke St into a centre for supporting those
who are homeless:
p a r t i c i p a t e . m e l b o u r n e .v i c . g o v. a u /
make-room/project-overview
But we need the delivery of permanent
housing to make this project truly effective in
ending homelessness.
I am calling on the City of Melbourne and
the state government to review all of their land
assets to identify where public housing can be
built.

They should also agree on mandatory
Inclusionary Zoning on all new developments –
both residential and non-residential – whereby
developers make direct contributions of land
and/or financial contributions to public housing construction. This isn’t a new or radical
idea. The state government’s planning laws
say it can happen, but they need to step up and
mandate that it will.
There could also be an audit of privately
owned empty buildings in the city that could be
refurbished as public housing.
More welcome news from the City of
Melbourne!
The council’s Future Melbourne Committee
met on July 20 and a motion moved by Cr
Rohan Leppert and seconded by Deputy Lord
Mayor Nicholas Reece was passed that condemned the public housing towers lockdowns
last year and also demanded an apology from
the government to the residents.
Public housing tenants demand a say over
what happens on their estates
The state of Melbourne’s towers is a disgrace
with lifts not working and a multitude of other
problems that should be fixed with the $300
million allocated in the Big Housing Build.
Tenants from Carlton recently approached
Minister Richard Wynne for assistance and he
has agreed to meet

•

Cory Memery
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Your City of Melbourne community update

La Petite Crêperie has been awarded a Lord Mayor’s Commendation

CELEBRATING
CITY BUSINESSES
Honouring small business
proprietors each year is our
way of saying thanks for their
contribution to our city.
In 2021, businesses spanning jewellery,
gaming and food and wine have
been recognised in the Lord Mayor’s
Commendations.
Savouring a crepe on a city stroll, or
settling in for a hair appointment are
among many people’s chief pleasures,
and it seems we’ll never take them for
granted again.
Local businesses have faced their
toughest trading conditions in
decades due to the pandemic and
city lockdowns, and we salute their
resilience more than ever this year.

They help shape Melbourne’s
distinctive character – and they form a
significant part of our local economy.
Some family businesses have operated
for many years, run by several
generations.
The City of Melbourne has acknowledged
their efforts through the Lord Mayor’s
Commendations since 2005. To date
more than 620 small businesses have
received commendations. Each business
is a story in itself, adding to the layers of
Melbourne’s history.
The City of Melbourne is proud to
recognise and promote them, and

each year recipients appear in a
photographic exhibition and join a
growing alumni of fellow Melburnians.
Independent, distinctive and local –
small business is the heart and soul of
our community and Melbourne is all
the richer for their efforts.
The Lord Mayor Sally Capp will present
Lord Mayor’s Commendations to this
year’s recipients at a Melbourne Town
Hall ceremony on 12 August.
For more information, visit
melbourne.vic.gov.au/commendations

LOCALS TO LOVE

In the past year, the City of Melbourne
supported local businesses with a
multi-million dollar funding package.
We helped proprietors shift towards
digital and online platforms and to
expand their operations to support a
COVID-safe reopening.

La Petite Crêperie

Now the city is reawakening and
we’re welcoming visitors again, with
activities that bring back the city’s
buzz. Melbourne is home to a vast
range of city businesses, from barbers
and bike shops, to jewellers, book
shops, wig makers and more.

This famous studio dates its history
back to the 1850s Gold Rush and
remains a stylish city destination for
stunning jewellery. kozminsky.com

Enjoy the lemony, sugary tastiness at
this pretty takeaway kiosk that’s tiny
in size but large in impact.
lapetitecreperie.com.au

Kozminsky Studio

EARL Canteen
Be very tempted by EARL’s delicious
displays of locally-sourced produce,
from salads, sandwiches and healthy
snacks to hot food and coffee.
earlcanteen.com.au

Mind Games
Bringing the fun to Melbourne, Mind
Games is an essential city destination
for the best in board games, puzzles
and roleplaying games.
mindgamesmelbourne.com

Lord Coconut
With its undeniably aristocratic
character, Lord Coconut offers men’s
wedding rings, designer cufflinks
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and much more, stocking exquisite
creations from more than
30 jewellers. lordcoconut.com

Docklands Health
Yoga and pilates down by
Melbourne’s waterside are teamed
with other allied healthcare services.
docklandshealth.com.au

Shakahari Vegetarian
Restaurant
Dine in to enjoy fresh and
surprising dishes at this iconic
Carlton restaurant which makes
vegetarians the special guests.
shakaharivegetarian.com.au

Jissara Hair
Run by the same family in Kensington
since 1954, Jissara passes on the
passion for hair styling to each new
generation. jissarahair.com.au

Alpha Lewis Signs
Another family-owned business,
this firm makes its home in North
Melbourne, producing everything
from traditional signwriting to digital
printing. alphalewissigns.com.au

IN-BRIEF
BUSINESS SUPPORT

Do you run a local business?
For one-on-one advice, contact
our Business Concierge team
on 9658 9658 (press 1 for
business) or enquire online,
and subscribe to our Business
in Melbourne newsletter for
regular updates.melbourne.vic.
gov.au/business

CURATED READING LISTS

Find great books to read
with recommendations from
our expert librarians. This
month we’re shining a light on
Homelessness Awareness Week
through a curated reading list.
To browse these books and
more, visit melbourne.vic.gov.
au/libraries and click on ‘Read’.

RAINBOW CARERS

Do you provide unpaid care to
an older person, or someone
living with a physical or mental
health condition or disability?
The City of Melbourne offers
supportive programs for carers,
including a dedicated group for
LGBTIQ+ carers, in partnership
with Queerspace. Find out more
at melbourne.vic.gov.au/carers

NEW PLAYGROUND

Bring the kids to test out the
leafy new playground at Lincoln
Square in Carlton. It features
tall play towers high up amid
the tree canopy, a suspended
rope bridge, large tunnel slide
and equipment suitable for all
ages and abilities. melbourne.
vic.gov.au/cityprojects

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Watch meetings live from
wherever you are thanks to our
live-streaming capability. Tune
in live or catch up later. Find all
the details about Council and
committee meetings at
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
aboutcouncil
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Your City of Melbourne community update

LOCAL CHILD CARE LOCATIONS
Give your child a great start in life
at one of the City of Melbourne’s
network of family-centred
long day care and integrated
kindergarten services.
Our staff promote early learning,
diversity and resilience, and ensure
children have their voices heard. We
also challenge children to be creative
and innovative to help nurture future
leaders.
Looking to the future, we’re working
to co-locate more services for children
and families to make it even easier for
young families to access integrated
support.
In North Melbourne, Lady Huntingfield
Early Learning and Family Services
Centre has been rebuilt into a multifunctional centre to better meet the
needs of the growing and diverse
population.

The new centre offers childcare,
kindergarten, maternal child health
and immunisation services, parenting
support services and playgroups under
one roof.

We also own the following communityrun centres in the municipality. Each
of these centres maintains its own fee
schedules and vacancy lists, so please
contact them directly to find out more.

In your neighbourhood

Gowrie Carlton Learning Precinct
150 Palmerston Street, Carlton
Phone: 0458 323 808
gowrievictoria.org.au/childrensprograms/carltonlearningprecinct

We own and manage the following
services for children and families:
Lady Huntingfield Early Learning
and Family Services Centre
87-93 Haines Street, North Melbourne
Phone: 03 9658 9658
North Melbourne Children’s Centre
28 Howard Street, North Melbourne
Phone: 03 9658 7888
To find out more about any of
the above services, visit
melbourne.vic.gov.au/childcare

The Harbour Family and
Children’s Centre
1 Seafarer Lane, Victoria Harbour,
Docklands
Phone: 03 8624 1000
gowrievictoria.org.au/childrensprograms/docklands
East Melbourne Child Care Co-operative
Powlett Reserve Children’s Centre,
Corner Grey and Simpson streets,
East Melbourne
Phone: 03 9419 4301
emcc.org.au

Fawkner Park Children’s Centre
65 Toorak Road West, South Yarra
Phone: 03 9820 2758
fawknerpark.com
Kensington Community Children’s Co-op
81B Altona Street, Kensington
Phone: 03 9376 4565
kccc.org.au
Information and events in this publication
are current at the time of printing.
Subsequent changes may occur.

The City of Melbourne offers a network
of neighbourhood child care centres

The new Lady Huntingfield Early Learning and Family Services Centre

HUSTLE AND HEART DRIVES
SIGNAL’S YOUNG ARTISTS
Follow in the footsteps of
outstanding young artists at Signal,
the City of Melbourne’s creative
studio for people aged 14 to 25.

Young Creatives Lab (called Why
Did She Have To Tell The World?)
for ABC TV, and an internship with
Film Victoria.

Whether you are a filmmaker, actor,
visual artist or anything in between,
you can find the support and
encouragement you need to take
the next steps in your creative career
at Signal.

Betiel Beyin received a mentorship
with renowned artist Candy Bowers
through the Signal program and has
gone on to write, direct and act in her
own web series, called Lil CEEBS for
Instagram TV.

Since creating her one-woman
comedy cabaret LOTUS with Signal,
Chi Nguyen has secured support to
develop and premiere her show Miss
Saigon-Wrong at the Bowery Theatre
and acted in Netflix series The Wilds.

Head to Melbourne magazine online
to read our interviews with Chi, AP
and Betiel magazine.melbourne.vic.
gov.au/community-stories

AP Pobjoy secured investment to
extend the film they made for Signal’s

To get involved with Signal,
browse what’s on at
melbourne.vic.gov.au/signal

Betiel Beyin and her team at work

KEEP IN TOUCH
To stay connected with all the latest
news from the City of Melbourne, follow
us on social media and subscribe to
Melbourne magazine online at
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

You can also join conversations to
influence plans for your neighbourhood
through Participate Melbourne at
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Connect with us
/cityofmelbourne
@cityofmelbourne
@cityofmelbourne

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Inner City News
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COUNCILLOR PROFILE

“You’re never, ever going to get bored”; Greens councillor
Elected in 2012 at the age of just 27, Greens councillor Rohan Leppert is a Town Hall veteran of sorts. But he admits that in his third
term, the role is harder than ever.
One gets the sense that with Rohan Leppert,
things are rarely done half-heartedly.
Perhaps it’s an innate thoroughness, mixed
with a healthy level of anxiety, but the City of
Melbourne councillor rarely enters discussion
or debates without being fully armed with the
facts.
This shines through in public forums, both at
Town Hall and online.
Perhaps it’s unsurprising then that, soon after COVID-19 hit Melbourne, he felt the need
to commit full-time to his role as councillor.
For Cr Leppert, life on council has changed.
“It’s a great honour and privilege to help everyone every day through council. But it’s also
harder to do this job now than it has been at any
other time in my nine years here,” he said.
“The role of political leadership is very different to what it was before the pandemic. We
have to be champions for a city in crisis.”
Speaking with CBD News just as Melbourne
entered a fifth period of lockdown, Cr Leppert
said the pandemic had sharpened his focus.
“Taking on the trauma of people who are
going out of business or whose loved ones are
experiencing acute mental health issues is not
easy. But I do know what my purpose is at the
moment, and that at least is something that
spurs me on.”
Cr Leppert was first elected back in 2012 as a
fresh-faced 27-year-old.
A profile piece in this very publication
around this time described him as the “hipster
councillor”, who would “not look out of place
on a fixed-wheel bicycle” (generously, it credited an “intellectual substance and capacity” to
boot).
As with any new councillor, he had to learn
the ropes quickly.
And now, nine years on, he’s thankful for a
more welcoming initiation.
“I think now is the hardest possible time to
start as a new councillor. If I was starting now
as opposed to nine years ago I would be … quite
upset,” he said, laughing.

“The role of political
leadership is very
different to what it was
before the pandemic. We
have to be champions
for a city in crisis.”

↥

It’s not difficult to see that a fire burns bright
on a broad range of topics.
Equally comfortable speaking about social
mobility as he is the finer details of planning
matters, a common thread is apparent; putting
people and the planet at the heart of policy.
On the former, he expresses a regret that
the pandemic had severely impacted local residents, particularly in the CBD.
“I am increasingly agitated that we keep
asking people to lock down, stay at home, and
that’s going to keep the community safe. But we
also always consider construction workers’ essential work, which makes the staying-at-home
for central city residents living next door to a
construction site an absolute living nightmare.
That doesn’t seem, to me, to be the right balance. We need to recognise that we have tens of
thousands of residents in the central city now
and if the overarching health message is ‘stay at

home, be safe’, we shouldn’t make that stayingat-home experience tortuous at the same time.”
From an environmental perspective, Cr
Leppert has been front and centre of the city’s
accelerated rollout of protected cycling lanes.
He derives pride from the changes these projects can make.
“I still want to be part of a movement that’s
saving the planet but doing that at a local level
… the ability to introduce new reforms and see
those reforms actually change the way people
live, is still quite exciting to me.”
Rather than being met with a sigh, the complexity of complaints he receives from constituents keeps things interesting.
“The challenges and the enquiries that come
up every day are completely fresh, and I just
absolutely love that. You can be working on
so many things every day — you’re never, ever
going to get bored in a job like this.”
While on different ends of the political spectrum to some councillors, Cr Leppert paid tribute to the “really healthy, collaborative” group
at present.
A move to upper levels of government would
seems a natural progression, but he is more than
happy shaping policy at the local level.
“I admire those who want to be lower house
MPs, but it’s something I’ve always decided is
not for me.”
For this councillor, he’ll know when the gig
is up.
“I still love this job, and still get a hell of a lot
out of it. If that ever stopped, I’ll know I need to
give the role to someone who has that energy.”

•

David Schout
JOURNALIST
DAVID@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

CARLTON INC. TRADER PROFILE

“Looked after by a father of
four” at Donnini’s
Despite his innate flair for hospitality, Marco Donnini didn’t
always want to go into the family business.
After flirting with a career in sports management, and almost completing a law and
psychology degree, it wasn’t until his thirst for
progression got the better of him that he began
work at his father’s restaurant.
“I became a bit impatient in life, frustrated by
the politics of uni, and I wanted to get into the
workforce,” Mr Donnini said.
His father, Tibero Donnini, had started
up the iconic Italian eatery DONNINI’s on
Drummond St in 1979.
And with his father widely regarded as one
of the best in the industry, Mr Donnini took the
opportunity to learn.
“Food has always been in the blood,” Mr
Donnini said.
“But I started to take it seriously when I realised I was good at it,” Mr Donnini said.
Training with his father and grandparents
Fernando and Elena – who had opened the
iconic University Café on Lygon St in 1952 – Mr
Donnini had generations of culinary prowess
behind him.
After managing the DONNINI’s restaurant in Cairns for four years, he returned to
Melbourne in 2002 to begin the next chapter of
the family business.
Alongside his brother Riccardo, he closed
down the original Drummond St restaurant and

opened up the beloved DONNINI’s on Lygon St
which patrons know today.
“I was fighting being a chef because some
wise people once told me that my heart might
be in the kitchen, but my head had to remain in
the dining room,” Mr Donnini said.
“In business you’ve got to follow your head
and the Lygon St restaurant made sense.”
With a loyal base of customers, DONNINI’s
has been going strong for the past 19 years.
When it comes down to it, Mr Donnini said
the key ingredient for long-term success was
consistency.
“Some of our longest standing regular customers have been coming in for 50-plus years
from University Café days and the beautiful
thing about that is they’re generational customers,” Mr Donnini said.
“Not only did they see my great grandfather,
grandfather, but I’m seeing them, their children
and so on.”
“Hopefully after so many years we’ve been
able to uphold a reputation of consistency in
the quality of food and service.”
The food that has kept customers coming
back for decades is a selection of fresh pasta
that is handmade daily.
Mr Donnini said that the ethos behind the
limited menu was to keep the integrity of the

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Inner City News

food to the highest quality.
“Instead of choosing your own adventure
on the menu I prefer to keep it tight, clean and
seasonal,” he said.
“What we make, we sell.”
Aside from the food, the relaxed, familial
atmosphere and warm service the brothers are
renowned for is what makes the restaurant one
of the best on Lygon St.
And with Marco or his brother Riccardo
always present in store, customers can be sure
they’ll receive top-notch service every time.
“That’s the lovely thing about this place,
DONNINI’s isn’t just about our food, it’s an
all-encapsulating type of experience,” Mr
Donnini said.
“When people say, ‘I feel like DONNINI’s’,

that doesn’t just mean the pasta, it means that
when you walk in the door there’s a smile, it
means you get looked after by a father of four.”

•

Visit DONNINI’s at: 320
Lygon St or at donninis.com.au
Katie Johnson
EDITOR
KATIE@HYPERLOCALNEWS.
COM.AU
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HOUSING ALL AUSTRALIANS

Housing equality, a better future for all Australians
Welcome to the last article of our 12-part series
which will attempt to explore the role that
housing can and should play within Australian
society and why it is important to our economy
that we house all Australians, rich or poor.
This series intends to draw on a range of perspectives centred around housing and homelessness. We hear a range of views from business, the
not-for-profit sector and hopefully government,
as to why they believe housing is an important social and economic building block for Australia’s
future prosperity.
In the last article, we were very fortunate to
get Mark Steinert, the recently retired managing
director of Australia’s largest residential developer, Stockland, to share his thoughts around
why the objective around housing all Australians
is important, especially within the City of
Melbourne …

Australia, “The Lucky Country”, continues to
offer great opportunities to the majority of its
residents having experienced moderate COVID
impacts and enjoying economic growth consistently above the OECD average. Australia
is home to just 0.3 per cent of the world’s
population, but accounts for 1.6 per cent of the
global economy. However, according to the last
Census, 116,000 Australians are homeless and
represent the most socially and economically
disadvantaged. They do not feel lucky. This
number is expected to have grown as COVID
has created an even greater disparity between
the haves and have nots, particularly for single
women over 50 and indigenous Australians.
Housing affordability more broadly also remains a significant social and economic issue,
affecting social cohesion, wellbeing and inter-generational mobility.
This is not a new problem and it is not unique
to Australia. House prices have increased by
60 per cent more than goods and services on
average across OECD countries during the
past two decades. How we use our land and
the cost of serviced land are primary drivers
impacting the supply response in areas where
demand is strong, which is particularly the case
in job abundant urban areas like Sydney and
Melbourne. Land values have risen materially
faster than construction costs with Australian
house prices growing 6.8 per cent pa for the
past 25 years while construction costs per

square metre have tracked closer to inflation.
The reasons for rapid land price inflation are
many, with the most important being an undersupply of zoned, serviced land, which largely
reflects strong demand growth, and complex,
inefficient planning policies, which means
rezoning can take up to 10 years, and lagging
infrastructure provision. Government charges
have also grown relentlessly. For example, the
Housing Industry Association of Australia
(HIA) estimates that direct and indirect costs
associated with the planning process represent
25 to 35 per cent of the price of new housing.
Two of these issues can be solved by introducing
more flexible, efficient land use zoning controls
coupled with much greater approval certainty
at all stages of development, and reducing government charges where the derived benefits are
greater than the tax revenue foregone.
It is important to remember that government
policy will normally reflect the actual or perceived views of the community, with the vocal
minority quite often having a disproportionate impact. Nimbyism (Not in my backyard)
contributes to slow planning processes and a
reactive, rather than proactive, approach to
land use. Importantly things are changing with
most Australian cities now having an aligned
land use planning and infrastructure vision.
However, the practical outcomes on the ground
are still desperately inefficient.
Circular, sustainable economic and social
principles applied to land use, construction
and place making can create lower costs of production and maintenance, while creating more
desirable community outcomes. Major enabling
rail infrastructure and master planning of associated near station land use is a great example
that produces significant direct and indirect
economic and social benefits. Importantly all
of these benefits must be counted to ensure the
right decisions are made in allocating scarce
resources.
Significant economic and social benefits are
clearly observable from the new metropolitan rail infrastructure developed in Sydney,
Melbourne and Brisbane in the past five years.
This is the first significant heavy rail development in these cities in 50 years and combined
with the master planning of near station land
use has helped address affordability, inequality
and economic growth. A new home in the west
of Melbourne or Sydney is typically now only
35 to 45 minutes from the CBD and other key
employment nodes by train, and costs less than
half an equivalent home in the middle ring. The

new stations offer significant park and ride facilities but are future proofed with large dropoff areas, bike and scooter parking, improved
pedestrian paths, security and big data analytics. In the best examples adjoining convenience
stores, supermarkets and services are blended
with diverse housing solutions to create vibrant
town centres. Childcare, schools, medical and
wellbeing centres, government service centres,
flexible work spaces, community gardens,
community centres, landscaping and public art
combine to create a real sense of place.
The time is now, with supportive social
and affordable housing policy in focus with a
bipartisan government view that housing or
shelter, part of the base of Maslow’s hierarchy
of human needs, is a common need for societal
wellbeing. Proof includes the 2020-21 Federal
budget estimates which forecast a 37 per cent
increase in housing related expenditure to $3.7
billion.
However, current policy will still leave
thousands homeless during the next decade
and without community, private sector and
government support for high-quality development, this crisis will continue. This is where
the private sector has a significant role to play.
Trust must be built through high-quality development, placemaking and social and enabling
infrastructure delivery. A more deterministic
and efficient planning and approval process
needs to not only deliver housing at scale but
high-quality parks and open space, digitally enabled STEAM, life-long learning hubs, health
and wellbeing centres, job creation, walking
and riding trails, vibrant town centres and public/private transport connections.
Density done well is the key to improving
affordability and liveability, enabling younger
generations to buy or rent a home and older
generations to downsize in suburbs where they
live. Connecting public infrastructure is essential and, importantly, innovation like electric
autonomous vehicles, electric shared scooters
and bikes, solar-lit walking and riding paths
and digital safety monitoring offer practical,
non-intrusive, green solutions to getting people
to central train and bus stations. Billions is lost
each year in planning and building approval
uncertainty and inefficient transport solutions.
These can be the source of funding for social
and affordable housing and integrated placemaking through fair value capture. Done right
social and affordable housing issues could be
solved within a decade.
However, this better future requires a new

approach from all stakeholders to put the needs
of our whole community first, enabling the use
of scalable master planning to develop better
communities. This must not be at the mercy
of the political cycle or the NIMBY trends that
are so prevalent. YIMBY is the future … yes in
my back yard because I trust that sustainable,
planned development that balances social and
economic needs will be good for me and my
community.
We have come to the last article of our series. I
hope you have found them instructive and helpful in shaping your view around why we need to
create housing for all our people, rich or poor.
I hope you found the above perspective by
Mark interesting and insightful. It demonstrates
that the private sector also has a strong view
about the basic equity involved in providing our
fellow Australians with the provision of safe and
secure shelter. This is not just a social issue, it is
a long-term economic issue for Australia and the
private sector is also concerned. But they never
had a voice. That is the reason why we established
Housing All Australians. To represent a private
sector voice in a national housing/homeless discussion through an economic lens.
While what was said may not align with your
view of the world, we all need to listen and digest
what is said by others in order to find common
ground. This is why we are focusing on the
fact that the provision of shelter is a fundamental human need (not human right) and without
that need being met, we have unintended social
and economic consequences that will span generations. We are leaving an intergenerational time
bomb.
The language we use is communicating the
issue is important, and no one can say that safe
and secure shelter is not a fundamental human
need. We need to use the narrative that unites a
community and not one that divides it.
Doing nothing is NOT AN OPTION! We need
to act and we need to act now. Any significant
impact will take decades to materalise All of us
need to be part of the solution so please feel free to
write to me with your thoughts: info@housingallaustralians.com.au

•

Rob Pradolin
FORMER GENERAL MANAGER AT
FRASERS PROPERTY AUSTRALIA
AND FOUNDER OF HOUSING ALL
AUSTRALIANS (HAA)
INFO@HOUSINGALLAUSTRALIANS.
COM.AU

METRO TUNNEL

Childhood in the studio leads
to the Metro Tunnel’s art
program
Raised by a father who had oil paints and old
trains close to his heart, it’s no surprise Mary
Parker has become the woman behind turning
the Metro Tunnel’s construction sites into
canvases.
As the director of communications and
creative at CYP Project Co (the contractor
building the project’s tunnels and stations),
New Zealand-born Mary believes Melbourne is
an example of how to maintain a city’s appeal
during a time of great construction upheaval.
“We’re working on a huge project in the
middle of an international capital city,” she
said. “You want that city to retain its cultural
DNA. You don’t want it to become a no-go zone
because of the construction, so by regularly
curating art and activating the areas around
construction, our creative program helps to
keep Melbourne, Melbourne.”
Mary has a sense of pride in the fact the project’s creative program helps Melbourne remain
an attractive destination, for when restrictions

once more allow visitors.
“Early on in the project, when you could still
travel, the New York Times ran something on
what you could do in 36 hours in Melbourne,”
she said. “The hero photo that they used was
an art tram going past one of our construction
sites with an artwork on it.”
“It showed that despite the fact we have construction going on, we’re still beautiful enough
to plug tourism for Melbourne.”
While the Metro Tunnel Project and its
creative program are only one part of Mary’s
impressive resume, it’s something she’s been
preparing for since she was a child growing up
on the South Island of New Zealand.
“I pretty much grew up covered in oil paint,
because my father was an oil painter,” she said.
“He was an abstract artist – JS Parker. He
passed away a few years ago and we’re lucky to
still have a lot of his beautiful art.”
“He pretty much brought me up. Mum was
at work, and I would hang out in his painting

▲ Phoebe Powell.

studio all day. I really did grow up literally
immersed in art, having it cut out of my hair
at times!”
It was JS Parker who taught Mary how varied art could be.
“He painted with a builder’s trowel, and he
was fascinated with the surfaces and textures of
things, particularly industrial,” she said. “When
he went to art school in the ’70s, they were rebuilding the art school and he used to hop over
the fence and grab bits of old material and use
those in his paintings.”

“He always really loved railways and when
we were going for drives, we’d stop at the side
of the road if he saw a rusty railway wagon and
he’d take a photo of it to use as inspiration for
a painting. I’ve got rail and art in the blood.”

•

For more information visit:
metrotunnel.vic.gov.au
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EAST MELBOURNE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Harold Parsons Memorial
words by Tim Holland
PRESIDENT, EAST MELBOURNE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In mid-May I was crossing the wedge of green
space on the north-west corner of the intersection of Hoddle St and Wellington Parade/
Bridge Rd known as Weedon Reserve.
In that small park is a monument to someone
who has slipped out of the public memory,
but who in his day was a celebrity as a world
record-holder in motorcycling events.
The name of the person commemorated is
Harold Albert Parsons, and the monument had
been erected on his death. I was surprised in
looking at the monument to see a number of
elaborate wreaths that had recently been laid at
the foot of the memorial, but closer inspection
showed that they had been put there to mark
the centenary of the death of Harold Parsons.
Harold Parsons was a champion motorcycle
rider in the early 1920s who set a string of
world records over a number of years, including
the world 24-hour record on a course near Sale
on August 27, 1920. As such he achieved national and international fame and was a local in the
East Melbourne/Richmond area.
Harold was born in Richmond on March 22,
1893. He lived at 22 Hoddle St, and attended
Yarra Park State School on the corner of Punt
Rd and Wellington Parade.
He died on May 15, 1921, at Epping when the

▲ Harold Parsons memorial. Photo Sylvia Black.

•

For more information:
info@emhs.org.au

▲ Harold Parsons takes a ride. Photo Public Records Office
of Victoria.

EAST MELBOURNE GROUP

STATE MP

The evolution of a suburb

Are buses the
solution to
Melbourne’s
missing link?
Melbourne’s public transport
system is something to be proud
of, but it doesn’t take long to
spot one of the long-standing
problems.
Our network is designed to funnel people in
and out of the CBD, so we end up with a severe
lack of options to get from east to west, or vice
versa.
Standing at Queen Victoria Market, for example, trying to get to Fitzroy or Richmond,
you face a slow, two-tram journey via the city
that’s sure to have you running late.
With COVID continuing to play havoc with
our lives, more people are travelling in their
cars or by bike to maintain social distance, but
we can’t forget about public transport for those
who need it. Now’s the opportunity to plan for
what we’ll need in a post-COVID world, and it’s
clear inner Melbourne has a clear need for more
cross-city services.
Buses are often the poor cousin of
Melbourne’s public transport, but they can provide that really important link where train and
tram connections are missing.
In the last Victorian State Budget, Greens MP
for Brunswick Dr Tim Read and I were pleased
to be able to negotiate funding for extra services at peak hour on the 505 bus route through
Parkville Gardens.
This was one of the worst-serviced areas of
the inner city and there was only one bus an hour
before the recent state budget! Now the people
who live in Parkville Gardens, many of whom
work in our important hospitals, biomedical
precinct, and research institutions, have at least
better options during peak hour. I’m sure we’ll
also need more services here into the future.
I have also been pleased to advocate for
more services for the 402 bus, which goes
from Footscray, through Kensington, North

bike he was riding at speed hit a horse. There
was a very large funeral for him, as befitted his
fame at the time. The monument was unveiled
on June 24, 1923, in the grounds of the Yarra
Park State School, with drinking fountains as
part of the structure. The memorial was located
on the boundary of the school in such a way that
the drinking fountains were accessible to pupils
on one side, and to pedestrians on Punt Rd on
the other side – a very functional memorial.
With the widening of Punt Rd and the closing
of the Yarra Park School in the late 1980s the
memorial was relocated to its present location,
minus the drinking fountains, although their
former presence is still visible on the structure.
The wreaths that were placed to mark the centenary were from the Maffra Sale Motorcycle
Club and others.
Harold Parsons is not well known in the
modern era, despite his fame at the time of his
death, so it was good to see that his memory
had been kept alive through the years since his
death. The memorial structure to him is a substantial one which somewhat paradoxically sits
in an open secluded spot only metres from one
of Melbourne’s busiest thoroughfares

Melbourne, Parkville, and Carlton and terminates at St Vincent’s Hospital. This is one of the
busiest bus routes in the city, especially used to
access the hospitals.
Unfortunately, the 402 bus still stops relatively early in the evening, and I would love to see
services later into the night. I’m also advocating
to the state government for an extension into
East Melbourne and even Fitzroy or Richmond,
to make sure access across the city is even
simpler.
More also needs to be done to make our
public transport accessible for all as our public
transport system adjusts to life post-COVID,
including accessible trams stops on all routes
(especially 57) which was promised by the
state government but not delivered, signalling
upgrades on the Craigieburn line to allow
more trains to run at overcrowded Kensington
Station, and upgrades to South Kensington.
If you have any suggestions or ideas, please
don’t hesitate to get in touch office office@
ellensandell.com

•

Ellen Sandell
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE
OFFICE@ELLENSANDELL.COM

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Inner City News

When the metropolis of Marvellous Melbourne
was being developed in the 1800s, it followed
the Motherland’s hierarchical model of a central business district surrounded by concentric
rings of affluent housing, services and servers.
The majestic tree-lined boulevards of
prestigious mansions led to the city, spanning
along St Kilda Rd and the stately homes of East
Melbourne. Beyond this, the city fringes accommodated their vices and housed their servants.
When cable tramways were introduced in
1888 some of Melbourne’s most influential
families moved into East Melbourne, but as the
class structure gave rise to the growing middle
class, that style of costly, high maintenance
accommodation waned in popularity. In an
attempt to cling to the homes of old, The Herald
reported in 1914, in the column St Kilda Road
Home, that “Mansions are not out of favour to
the extent that some people imagine”. Sadly,
this was not the reality, with almost all of St
Kilda Rd’s commissioned architectural homes,
with large reception rooms and lavish gardens,
having been demolished for office towers, and
more recently high-rise apartments. The East
Melbourne Group (EMG) actively engages
in bureaucratic battles to resist our suburb
encountering the same fate as St Kilda Rd and
other leafy Melbourne residential zones.
A city, and residential suburb, must adapt and
change with changing needs of its population,
but the East Melbourne Group hopes it is the
residents, and not the developers’ rate of return,
which dictates the terms of this evolution. We
are very pleased to report a recent win against
the proposed (partial) demolition of a property
built in 1860. Last month, VCAT rejected the
permit for a St Kilda Rd-style, multi-storey
commercial office building being erected at 204
Albert St, East Melbourne. The East Melbourne
Group supported the ACVP (Albert, Clarendon,
Victoria and Powlett streets) residents’ lobby
to defeat the application. While opposition
to the development was supported by City of
Melbourne and the National Trust, the wealth
and tenacity of developers saw the fight span
more than three years in very costly legal battles. It was the fundraising efforts of residents
and the contribution of the East Melbourne
Group, which funded the costs of the barristers
and expert witnesses to defeat the application.
The campaign ran into the tens of thousands
and is one of but many we are currently facing.
The VCAT hearing we are preparing for in
September, is to limit the partial demolition
and construction of an apartment tower over

the heritage-listed Eblana, at 140-142 Jolimont
Rd, East Melbourne. Eblana is an Italianatestyle terrace residence, built in 1883 for Thomas
Jackson, best known as the publican of the
Young and Jackson’s hotel. We have established
a “fighting fund” for EMG to be represented at
the VCAT hearing for this and other current
battles raging, including 10 Wellington Parade.
In the last edition of the 3002 East Melbourne
and Jolimont Community Magazine, we
discussed that “East Melbourne held a long
tradition of apartment living, from converted
mansions, to rooming houses, to Art Deco
flats. Those which were built in a time before
elevators and remained at a human scale. Any
loss of this traditional residential fabric for
large scale modern apartment developments is
a fatal blow to our architectural history and all
which it represents. For too long we have seen
the continued erosion of our heritage buildings
and community fabric and remind readers
that “those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it.” The streets of East
Melbourne are a living history lesson, and a
physical link to our past.
The EMG is our community’s voice in ensuring that we can preserve all that makes our
suburb great. We need to uphold that the vandalism of the 1970s is not repeated. We need to
be vigilant; we need to continue to lobby our
political representatives and engage with them
to let them know what we want.
Our efforts to represent our residents to
preserve our architectural history and urban
amenity, are carried out by passionate EMG
volunteers and funded by EMG membership
and fundraising efforts. COVID restrictions
have prevented the flow of funds usually generated from the social activities, hence we are
extremely grateful for the recent generosity of
our community donors

•

For more information visit,
emg.org.au/why-join-emg/
Lisette Malatesta
SECRETARY & COMMUNICATIONS
CONVENOR
EAST MELBOURNE GROUP INC.
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Seen and unseen: Koorie artists tell their stories through art
words by Spencer Fowler Steen
A new exhibition showcasing the work of
trailblazing First Nations artists from southeast
Australia is heading to Melbourne.
Seen and Unseen: Expressions of Koorie
Identity is an exhibition run by Koorie Heritage
Trust (KHT) bringing together artwork from
several exhibitions from the 1990s, at a time
when many indigenous artists struggled to have
their work acknowledged.
KHT curatorial manager and exhibition curator Gail Harradine, who is also a teacher and
artist, said the exhibition was about acknowledging that indigenous artists from southeast
Australia had struggled with being seen.
“It’s difficult to imagine that it was close to 30
years ago that Koorie artists were struggling to
have their art and culture acknowledged,” she
said.
“The idea of being inauthentic is absurd and
yet that idea was prevalent and widely held.
Together these artists offer an insight into their
struggles and triumphs and what it took for
their voices to be heard. While gains have been
made for Aboriginal people, there is still a very
long way to go.”
As a Wotjobaluk, Djubagalk and Jadawadjali
woman, Ms Harradine along with fellow artist
and Gamilaroi woman, Dr Donna Leslie, were
among the first Koorie students to go through
fine art studies at The University of Melbourne
in the ‘90s.
Ms Harradine said growing up, she still
remembered seeing the bones of Aboriginal
people on display at museums and recalls the
stories of her relatives who grew up on missions
where every aspect of their lives was controlled
by white people, while creativity was shunned.
But while at university, she became part
of a strong First Nations arts and culture
community.
“To the broader community, we may have
been invisible as to our culture, identity and
art practice, but together we felt empowered to
make change,” she said.

Seen and Unseen will bring together artwork
from the Can’t See for Lookin’ exhibition,
KHT’s collection, archival material, oral history
recordings along with artwork from other significant artists of the time.
Ms Harradine said the exhibition would also
give voice to younger identities that were equally strong, resilient, and significant.
“Often when I was talking with people, they
mention working around the kitchen table,
it’s a huge theme. I think that importance of
sharing knowledge and being able to be creative
is a huge part of the exhibition and not being
oppressed by the assumptions people hold,” she
said.
Artists include Maree Clarke, the late Ellen
Jose, Aunty Rachel Mullett, the late Aunty
Connie Alberts Hart, Lisa Kennedy, Donna

“It’s difficult to imagine
that it was close to 30
years ago that Koorie
artists were struggling
to have their art and
culture acknowledged.”

↥

Leslie, Dr Treahna Hamm, Karen Casey, Sonja
Hodge and Gayle Maddigan. Other significant
artists from that time include the late Lin
Onus, Ray Thomas, Lyn Thorpe and the late
Les Griggs.
Seen and Unseen: Expressions of Koorie
Identity opens Saturday, August 7 until
November 21, 2021. Koorie Heritage Trust,
Yarra Building, Federation Square. koorieheritagetrust.com.au

•

For more information:
koorieheritagetrust.com.au

CARLTON HISTORY GROUP

Melbourne’s
horse-drawn
cabs

❝

In the late 19th century, the
inner northern suburbs
of Melbourne were poorly
served by public transport.

❝

There were half-a-dozen suburban rail lines
in Melbourne but up until the late 1880s none
of them ran into the northern suburbs. The
cable tram network was eventually to link the
northern suburbs with the city, but the first of
its lines was not opened until November 1885.
Before that, the only forms of public transport
available to the citizens of the inner north were
horse-drawn cabs and omnibuses.
Horse-drawn cabs came in different shapes
and styles. For the more affluent there were

▲ Wagonettes on a cab rank in Bourke St near Swanston St in around 1880. This is one of the ranks from which the Carlton
cabs left (Photo: State Library of Victoria).

“hansom cabs”, which were small vehicles
shaped like a sentry box with a driver on top.
These seated two people only and were pulled
by a single horse. For the less affluent there
were “Albert cars”, often referred to as “jingles”.
These were two-wheeled vehicles licensed
to carry six people sitting back-to-back. The
driver and two passengers sat in the front
facing the horse and three more passengers sat
behind them facing the rear. “Jingles” were not
particularly comfortable as passengers were

sitting over the axle and were swayed and jolted on Melbourne’s rough roads, and were only
partially protected from the sun and rain by an
oil-cloth canopy. They were also quite difficult
to get on or off, especially for ladies in voluminous dresses. “Jingles” were soon replaced by
“wagonettes”, four-wheeled vehicles in which
the passengers sat in the back on two benches
facing one another, with an oil-cloth hood for
protection and side flaps that could be let down
in bad weather.

Horse-drawn cabs did not run to a schedule
along set routes, but could be hailed in the
street, and would take a number of passengers
who wanted to go to the same area. A passenger would hail and board a cab and state his
destination, and the cabman would then drive
around the streets looking for other fares
who wished to go to the same place, which
could be very annoying to the original hailer.
A frustrated writer in The Leader newspaper
wrote in 1869, “How many times have we not
been induced to risk our necks by struggling
up into one of these ridiculous vehicles under
the delusion that ‘Right away Sir’ meant at least
some intention of starting within less than half
an hour.”
In the city, however, there were cab ranks in
which cabmen who plied to a particular suburb
or district would wait for fares. This system of
cabs to a certain suburb being found at a certain
place in the city evolved into cabs running set
routes. For example, we know that in 1879 there
were three cab routes to Carlton, one of which
started from Flinders Street Station and another from the corner of Bourke and Swanston
streets. Where they went to in Carlton is not
clear. However, there is an account in 1877 of an
accident in which a wagonette cab turned from
Elgin St into Rathdowne St at full gallop and
knocked over and killed an old lady

•

Jeff Atkinson
PRESIDENT CARLTON COMMUNITY
HISTORY GROUP
JEFFANN@BIGPOND.NET.AU
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KATIE AND GEORGIA

ADAM

“Long walks, kicking the soccer ball and watching the
Olympics.”

“I’ve been making a series of short films, horror and action
mostly. The one I made this weekend was a bit of a monster film, like Godzilla.”

SOPHIA

SAM AND LYN

“I’m a violinist and I’ve been preparing for the hope of
going back to on-campus learning by doing some very indepth score studies. And I’ve also taken up sewing.”

“I’m a musician so I’ve been playing a lot of guitar and
recording some songs while Lyn has been working on a
chicken farm to complete her working-holiday visa.”

Faces of
Inner City
How are you entertaining yourself during
lockdown?

PARKVILLE ASSOCIATION

EAST MELBOURNE NEIGHBOUR NETWORK

The humps
are coming!
As I write this, we are hopefully emerging from
yet another lockdown. It has been very tough on
many people particularly those older residents
and their families.
We are so lucky in Parkville having Royal
Park which has seen more use in the past two
years than the previous three or four. Hopefully
all left the park in the condition they found
it and the trail bikers stayed off their jumps
and left no destruction of the hard work by
the Friends of Royal Park and the Royal Park
Protection Group.
Our Christmas in July at Naughtons was postponed due to the lockdown, maybe Christmas at
Christmas will be feasible!
Changes have occurred in Parkville with
Juliette Barr and family moving to Sydney and
locals left wondering whether or when the store
would reopen.
Firstly, to Juliette, 10 years is a long time,
thank you for all your hard work and support.
Clearly without the store during last year’s
lengthy lockdown we would all have gone mad.
To Juliette, good luck in Sydney and to your
family who of course became your little helpers!
The good news is the new operator is Alex
Wright who for those that frequent Naughton’s
has been there many years both on the floor and
as a Sunday afternoon songstress. More details
are in the article Inner City News editor Katie
Johnson has written about her in this edition.
I have focused on traffic issues in the past two
columns and am thrilled to announce the speed
humps, promised by the council, are being installed as I write this.
Degraves St is the test site to see if traffic
can be slowed and controlled relatively inexpensively as part of the process of managing
Parkville.
We have also approached the council regarding the increased traffic on Story St and

Only three lockdowns to Christmas …
A friend jokingly told me
recently “The year is flying
by, only three lockdowns to
Christmas”.

▲ Mary Duckworth at the Royal Botanic Gardens.

the avoidance of the Elizabeth St roundabout.
Issues on Gatehouse St are ongoing and a
master plan for traffic has to be a focus for this
council.
On a very sad note, Mary Duckworth, a longtime resident of Parkville, passed away on July
15. Mary was an active member of the association. When she and husband Colin moved in,
their immediate neighbour was Eric Benjamin
and Norah Killip.
Mary travelled often to the UK to see her
daughter and even in her ‘90s would send me
emails or comment on Facebook posts. The way
Mary walked around Parkville on her walking
frame was truly incredible and bumping into
her was always a thrill and a great chat! Mary
will be sadly missed in the community where
she was a kind, generous, warm-hearted, and
hospitable person. It is likely her funeral will be
at St Marys in North Melbourne on August 10;
however I will send a note when her son Mark
confirms the details.
In the meantime, our thoughts are with her
family

•
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PRESIDENT
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Well, that was late May and we have already
had two more lockdowns. Christmas is still
five months off, so that could well have been an
understatement.
The East Melbourne Neighbour Network
has only managed to hold one of our monthly
Morning Coffee gatherings since March last
year! That was last month and what a bumper
group we had. We had around 50 people attend
a neighbour’s home and, as you can imagine,
every seat in the house was taken. The chatter
was deafening as neighbours made the most of
the opportunity to swap stories and laughter
and just catch up after a long break.
As our group is mainly retired folk, we decided to ask two younger residents to fill us in
on what COVID-19 meant for them. Sabina and
David, two individual young business owners
in their 30s, previously travelled and worked
between Melbourne and separate cities in the
USA. They each came home when the government suggested all Australians should return in
March 2020. Since then, their business opportunities have been turned upside down and they
have had to leave their USA lives on hold.
Sabina started a new personalised jewellery
business here with little capital and it has
exceeded all her expectations. David has used
the lockdown time to develop and launch new
technology services and is beginning to reap the
rewards. They both flew to the USA recently to
resume their international business lives. It was
an eye opener for us to see local examples of
how to make the most of such significant life
changes, given most of us found just staying
home difficult enough.
The network tried out a new “computer help
group” recently with great success. So many
older residents are left behind when it comes

to iPhones, iPads, computers. This denies them
access to a lot of useful information. If you
do not know how to connect to wi-fi, login
and use email, online ticket booking services,
the MyGov website, online shopping services,
Zoom, etc., you can be even more isolated in
your home.
Debbie Bisinella runs the Computer Help
group, which pairs an older resident with a buddy resident who is familiar with basic computer
technology. Everyone went home with a series
of handwritten notes on their individual issues
after working through them with their buddy.
The feedback has been very positive, from both
the helpers and the learners. We have quite a list
of willing learners.
We will continue to run these sessions
once we are free to meet up again in the
East Melbourne Library. If you live in East
Melbourne and would like to help an older
resident with basic Smartphone, tablet, or computer issues, please contact us, we would love to
hear from you. It requires only one hour of your
time and will make a big difference to the life of
a fellow resident

•

Susan Henderson
EAST MELBOURNE NEIGHBOUR
NETWORK
SJHENDERSON52@ICLOUD.COM
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Keeping up
their short
game
Not everyone is suffering
during the city’s fifth lockdown,
particularly two golfers whose
short game has prospered.

A vet for all, within and
beyond the walls
words by Sarah
MELBOURNE ZOO VETERINARIAN

When people think of a zoo vet, they usually
think of elephants, giraffes, lions and all the big
animals. I often get asked how I can possibly
know everything about so many species. And
most people assume that every animal I care for
lives at the zoo.
But what if I told you some of my favourite
creatures are no bigger than your hand, that I
am not an expert on every animal at Melbourne
Zoo, and that many of my patients don’t live at
the zoo at all! Let me explain.
Before I came to work at Melbourne Zoo nine
years ago, I thought I had a pretty good idea of
what life as a zoo vet was like. But something I
realised straight away is that this job is full of
surprises, and there is so much more to being a
zoo vet than I could ever have imagined.
It’s true that we have a lot of different animals to care for at the zoo, and they really do
come in all shapes and sizes. But it’s also true
that I’m not a leading expert on every single
species here and I don’t know absolutely everything about every individual animal who lives
at the zoo. I do, however, have more than 100
years of combined veterinary experience in
my colleagues around me. And I do work with
incredible keepers who share a special bond
with the animals they care for and understand
them intimately as individuals. As zoo vets, it’s
the team around us that help us confidently care
for what sometimes seems like a mind-boggling
array of all creatures great and small that call
Melbourne Zoo home.
I am fascinated by the relationship I have
with the animals here. I spend so much time
thinking about them and yet it’s funny to
think about how they spend so little or no time
thinking about me. I adore them, but it’s a very
one-way relationship, and so it should be. As a
vet I’m happy just being the person in the background, advocating for their health and welfare.
But there’s so much more to this job than
caring for the animals that live at the zoo.
Our amazing Melbourne Zoo Marine
Response Unit is out at Victoria’s beaches, rivers
and lakes every day, helping seals, birds, turtles
and all sorts of marine animals in trouble. Many
of these animals are brought back to the zoo,
where the vet team is involved in treating injuries, removing entanglements and helping to

rehabilitate animals after surgery. Some of the
best moments of my work are when an animal
that came to us injured or malnourished is fit
enough to be released back into the wild with a
second chance at life.
And then there’s our involvement in the
zoo’s threatened species programs, something
I didn’t realise I would get the chance to be
part of when I joined the zoo all those years
ago. Zoos Victoria works with 27 endangered
local species, and as vets we were part of these
ground-breaking conservation programs. The
Baw Baw Frog, Southern Corroboree Frog,
Eastern Barred Bandicoot and Lord Howe
Island Stick Insect are just some of the endangered species I have been lucky enough to
work with. As vets we advise on quarantine
and biosecurity protocols, monitor population
health, and contribute to plans for wild releases.
Lots of zoo vets around the world work with
lions and elephants and tigers, but not many are
as lucky as me and get to work with Baw Baw
Frogs!
The terrible bushfires in the summer of
2019/20 also reminded me how so much of my
job is about caring for animals that don’t live
at the zoo. I had been to bushfire triage centres
before, but what we experienced at Mallacoota
was on a whole new scale for me. Big fires in
multiple locations, and so many animals affected. We worked such long days, and it was so
exhausting, but the community of Mallacoota
stunned me with their kindness, their generosity, and their passion for their local wildlife.
Community members – some of whom had lost
their own homes – would turn up to volunteer,
all motivated by a love for Mallacoota’s koalas,
kangaroos, birds and other wildlife. It was
incredibly heart-warming and an experience I
will never forget.
After almost a decade in the Melbourne Zoo
vet department, I still love the complexity and
the drama of my work. Whether I am caring
for one of the zoo’s famous lions, gorillas or
elephants, a wild seal or seabird, or a small,
endangered frog that few people know about,
working here is a daily adventure. Every day
I walk past those meerkats near the front entrance and see how busy and happy they are,
and they make my heart sing. The variety of
animals can seem a bit overwhelming at times,
but it’s also part of the excitement of the job. I
love the challenge

•

Robert and John Massina have an advantage of
an address in Vale St, East Melbourne.
Their block of flats is opposite the rather
empty grounds of the MCG.
There’s not much happening at the sports
ground at the moment so there is no-one to put
them off their game.
The enterprising brothers confiscate some
parkland on a daily basis to practice chipping
and pitching.
Mondays are better than weekends when
there are too many dogs around.
“We just chip to 15 metres and go a bit longer
to keep the feel,” Robert explained. “If you go
out after six months and you’re not playing you
lose the feel. The short game is what you lose
first.”
He said the “chipping around” is very beneficial. “When you get back to golf you’ve improved out of sight.”
Macho players hit as hard as they could, he
said. A short game doesn’t usually impress
anyone.
“In a par four you should be on in two. When
you’re older you hit into the bunker, so you have
to hone this part of the game.”
The pair are quite chipper about the benefits
of their practice, one hour a day between the
trees in front of their place.
“The lies are very good, but the surface is
pretty rough,” they said.
A little sibling rivalry doesn’t go astray with
Robert, the younger, hitting off with a handicap
of 10, his older brother off 18. They are members of Sorrento and Commonwealth.
“He’s a good player,” John said. “Robert was
Sorrento club champion in 2005.”
The brothers used to run a printing business
and sold it three years ago. “We got out just in
time.”

▲ Robert (left) practices a shot while John looks on.

▲ Robert (left) and John Massina exercising in front of the
quiet grounds of the MCG.

They’ve been living in the apartment block
for 28 years where they care for their 95-yearold mum.
“I have to be very careful,” Robert said.
“There’s a problem with the supermarkets. I
shop in South Yarra or Toorak. You have to get
there early. People are hanging around instead
of getting in and out.”
John favours the Singaporean system of
managing the virus. “They allow a few cases a
day but not crowds at sporting events.”

•

Rhonda Dredge
JOURNALIST
RHONDA@CBDNEWS.COM.AU

CARLTON ROTARY CLUB

Supporting education through Rotary
Carlton Rotary Club has been very successful in having talented
young post-graduates receive a Rotary International Global
Grant Scholarship to enable them to complete master’s degree
courses overseas.
In 2017, the club sponsored Dr Claire Lin, a
dentist by profession, to complete a master’s
in public health at Harvard University (2017
to 2018; pre-COVID-19). In 2018, Dr Alistair
Quinn, a medical doctor was successful and is
completing a two-year master’s program, also at
Harvard University in Computational Biology
and Quantitative Genomics (2018 to 2021; but
severely impacted by the pandemic and has had
to complete the course virtually after returning
to Australia in March 2020). Alistair hopes his
studies and research may lead to revolutionary
treatments for cancer sufferers.
Last year, Dr Elina Ziukelis, another Medical
Doctor received a scholarship which is enabling
her to complete an MPhil in basic and translational neuroscience at Cambridge University
– research essentially related to hopefully minimising the impact of dementia. She has been in
residence at Clare Hall.
Elina’s research project is supervised by
Professor John O’Brien and Dr Elijah Mak in
the Department of Psychiatry. They are investigating an emerging brain imaging marker called
fractal dimension. The project will contribute
to both the PREVENT study and NiAD study,
two cohort studies aiming to identify markers

of pre-symptomatic Alzheimer’s Disease.
Elina commented that while the prolonged
lockdown dramatically changed the expected
trajectory of the year, it also brought a calmness to Cambridge to be savoured following a
demanding rotation on Melbourne’s COVID-19
wards. Dr Ziukelis worked as a junior doctor
in St Vincent’s Public Hospital in ICU treating
patients suffering from the coronavirus up until a month before she was due to leave for the
UK. She had been granted special leave by the
Australian Government to fly out of Australia
given the profound importance of her studies.
She went on to say, “Clare Hall became a serene haven from which I could read, deliberate
and write without distraction, with a plethora
of expertise and visionary perspective flexibly
available at the other end of a Zoom call, amid a
very inspiring historical landscape.”

•

Keith Ryall
PRESIDENT-CARLTON ROTARY CLUB
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Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Inner City News

20

The Voice of East Melbourne, Carlton and Parkville

Pet’s Corner
Gentle Daisy “lovely
company during
lockdown”

❝

Seven-year-old golden retriever Daisy and her
owner Nyree were out for a walk in Carlton
when Inner City News met them in July.

❝

Since Nyree got Daisy from a breeder in country
Victoria, the pair walk around the leafy suburb most
days to get their daily exercise.
“She really encourages me to walk instead of drive
and she loves getting pats from others,” Nyree said.
“She’d rather hang out with people instead of
other dogs.”
Although she was the runt of the litter and is quite
small for her breed, Nyree said that Daisy’s temperament was what made her pick her out of the litter.
“We chose this breed because they’re very good

with children and I have two so I knew that she’d be
a great family dog,” Nyree said.
“She’s well behaved, we put time an effort into
training her but she’s a quiet dog, very gentle, and
very sweet.”
Despite having to vacuum frequently due to
Daisy’s constant shedding, Nyree said that having
her at home made lockdown much more bearable.
“She’s lovely company during lockdown when you
have to work from home,” Nyree said

•

Nature Therapy

“Where are we?”
“Somewhere near Flemington Rd.”
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA

Quiz

Sudoku

No. 002

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from
1 to 9. Each number can only appear once in
each row, column and 3x3 block

EASY

3 7

3 7
8
1 9

6 4
7

6

6 9

SOLUTIONS
EASY

9
10
11
12
13
15
17
18

20
22
24
25

2
3
4
5

1
1 3

4

6

Jack-o-lantern
vegetable (7)
Everlasting (9)
From Dublin or
Galway (5)
Sag (5)
Era before
Edwardian (9)

7
8
14
15
16
17

19 Describe (7)
21 Gas layer in the
stratosphere (5) SOLUTION
22 Part of a bike (5)
23 Writing
material (5)

Showing
(a film) (9)
Prickly shrub (5)
Motors (7)
Call attention
to (9)
Mechanical;
involuntary (9)
Romanticised (9)
State (7)

Codeword

HARD

6
4
1
2
5
9
8
7
3

3
8
9
4
7
6
5
1
2

7
9
4
6
2
8
1
3
5

5
6
3
9
1
4
2
8
7

8
1
2
7
3
5
6
9
4

7
6
5
8
1
2
9
3
4

8
4
3
6
5
9
7
1
2

1
2
9
4
3
7
5
8
6

9
7
8
3
2
4
1
6
5

4
5
2
1
6
8
3
7
9

3
1
6
9
7
5
2
4
8

2
9
4
7
8
1
6
5
3

5
3
1
2
4
6
8
9
7

6
8
7
5
9
3
4
2
1

Wordfind

2
7
5
1
8
3
4
6
9

5

3

Small
explosion (3)
Unable to be
separated (11)
Festival,
— Gras (5)
Happening (9)
Relatedness (7)
Infest (7)
Horse sound (5)
Talents (9)
Inform (9)
Colour associated
with jealousy or
naivety (5)
Glitch (7)
In fashion (7)
Extended (9)
Italian
cuisine (5)
Awesome (11)
Perish (3)

DOWN

9
1 3

5
4 8

1

1

4
3
8
5
9
1
7
2
6

1

ACROSS

26
27

9
2
6
8
4
7
3
5
1

Street?

HARD

No. 002

1
5
7
3
6
2
9
4
8

1. What
yearyou
wasfind at the
1.
What will
Melbourne
University
CBD’s only single
storey,
founded?
detached building?
2. Which
Which impact
impactcrater
crateron
onthe
2.
the
planet
Mercury
was
planet Mercury was named
named
in honour
of a
in
honour
of a famous
famous
French
sculptor?
French sculptor?
3. Who
How is
many
primary
3.
Deputy
Lord
schools
are
there
Mayor for the
Cityin
of
Carlton?
Melbourne?
4. How
How many
manychildren
childrendoes
does
4.
Mary,
Crown
Princess
Mary, Crown Princess ofof
Denmark(pictured)
(pictured)have?
have?
Denmark
5.
What
is
the
name
of
the
5. Where will you find statues
wetlands
at
Royal
Park?
of the mythical figures of
6. Gog
Which
is the
andwatchmaker
Magog?
official
timekeeper
of
the
6. Which watchmaker is the
Australian
Open
tennis
official timekeeper of the
tournament?
Australian
Open tennis
7. tournament?
Which birds of the
starlingbirds
family
arestarling
known
7. Which
of the
for
their
imitative
skills?
family are known for their
8. imitative
Carlton restaurant
skills?
Heartattack
andKelly
Vine is
8. Where
was Ned
named
after
a
song
by
hanged?
which musician?
9. An intercalary year is
9. another
An intercalary
year
is
name for
what?
another name for what?
10. In 1684, which colony was
10. placed
In 1684,
whichunder
colony
directly
the
was
placed
directly
under
British crown?
the British crown?
11. What year was the Hoddle
11. Grid
Whodesigned:
has a monument
a) 1837 in
Treasury
Gardens?
b) 1847 c) 1857?
12. What
What is
year
Papa
12.
thedid
tallest
building
Gino’s
open
on
Lygon
in the CBD?
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Crossword

Theme: CIRCUS
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The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.
QUIZ SOLUTIONS
QUIZ SOLUTIONS
1. 1853
Rodin
3. Two,
Carlton
Gardens
Little2.Lon
Distilling
Co.
2. Rodin
3. Nicholas
4. Four
5. Royal
Arcade
Primary
andReece
Carlton
Primary
4. Four
6. Rolex
7. MynaTam-Boore
birds 8. Old6.Melbourne
5.
Trin Warren
Rolex
Gaol
9. Abirds
leap 8.
year
10.Waits
Bermuda
7.
Myna
Tom
9. A leap year
11. a) 1837 12. Aurora Melbourne
10. Bermuda 11. John F. Kennedy 12. 1973

5x5

12
13

No. 002

Insert the missing letters to make
10 words – five reading across the
grid and five reading down.

Y V F R L QO P X GNH E
2

1

24

25

26

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

LION TAMER
NET
RINGMASTER
ROPE
SHOW
STILTS
TARP
TENT
TRAPEZE
WIRE
WOW
Secret message: BRILLIANT SKILLS

ACROBAT
ARENA
BIG TOP
CHEER
CLOWNS
DARE
ELEPHANTS
FLIP
FLY
FUN
HOOP

Using the nine letters
in the grid, how many
words of four letters
or more can you list?
The centre letter must
be included and each
letter may only be used
once. No colloquial
or foreign words. No
capitalised nouns,
apostrophes or plural
words ending in “s”.
Reference:
Collins Concise
English Dictionary

No. 002
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Today’s Focus:
24 words: Good
36 words: Very good
49 words: Excellent

R
E

alpine, enplane, leap, leaper, leper, nape, neap, pail, pain, pair, pale, paler, pane,
pannier, pare, peal, pear, pearl, peel, peen, peer, penal, penile, pere, PERENNIAL,
peril, perinea, pier, pile, pine, pineal, plain, plainer, plan, plane, planer, planner, plea,
plena, praline, preen, rape, rapine, reap, repeal, repel,
repine, ripe, ripen

MEETS, ILIAC, MAGMA, ETHER, RETRY,
MIMER, ELATE, EIGHT, TAMER, SCARY.

PUZZLES AND PAGINATION
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The Voice of East Melbourne, Carlton and Parkville

意大利街球迷狂欢
Katie Johnson

意大利足球队在7月初赢得了欧洲杯的
决赛后，Lygon街上充满了球迷的欢呼、意
大利国旗和汽车鸣笛声。
凌晨5点，至少有2000名球迷冒着寒冷
的空气在Argyle广场观看比赛，然后涌入为
比赛提前开门的咖啡馆和酒吧。
Papa Gino的经理Frankie Acanfora 表
示，意大利球队的胜利对Lygon街来说“非
常令人兴奋”。
Acanfora先生说：“大概自2006年以
来，这条街很久没有见过这样的情景了。”
“整条街充满了活力。”
Lygon广场的投影仪是由一个不知名
的人搭建的，支撑在一个保温箱上供大家
观看。
由于COVID疫情的限制，墨尔本市政没
有为此次活动提供任何便利设施。
市政的首席执行官Justin Hanney表

示，市政无法参与，因为Piazza Italia广场
的密度要求只能容纳300人。
Hanney先生说:“Lygon街是意大利文化
的代名词，我们知道当地人是多么热情地支
持他们的球队，但在维多利亚州政府的公
共卫生政策限制下，墨尔本市政不可能提
供一个直播现场来展示2021年欧洲杯足球
锦标赛。
“鼓励足球迷在当地观看比赛，以支持
当地的小生意，墨尔本市政的工作人员去看
了Carlton的一些场馆，提醒业主有关新冠
疫情的限制。”
“我们理解人们想聚在一起庆祝，但最
近新冠疫情病例的激增表明这个病毒并没
有消失，我们都需要遵循有关公共卫生的
指示。”
尽管当时的人群违反了密度规定，但围
观者表示，球迷们对这次庆祝的空间要求还
是很尊重的。

墨尔本市北部警察局高级警长Jim
Lappin表示：在Argyle广场有“1000多人表
现良好。”
警长Lappins说：“人群表现良好、兴高

采烈、喜气洋洋。”
“由于安全问题，我们也逮捕了一些
人，因为他们点火，这是我们必须要管制
的。”

年里将为球员、俱乐部和支持者带来丰厚
的回报。”
这个新体育圣地的正式名称为“维州篮
网球和曲棍球中心”，每年将接待 50万 名
球员和观众，其中 80% 的参与者是妇女和
女孩。
体育场已经铺设了有64公里长的木质
运动地板，该中心的篮网球设施具有11个室
内球场。
扩建后的中心还将更多地允许排球、

篮球、五人制足球、羽毛球和乒乓球运动员
使用，并将成为女性体育运动领导力中心的
所在地。
维多利亚篮网球协会(Netball Victoria)
首席执行官 Rosie King 表示，该中心作
为 维州篮网球协会、篮网球队(Melbourne
Vixens)、维州曲棍球协会以及数十个草根
曲棍球队和篮网球队的活动基地，新设施将
成为让更多社区参与的开放场地。

新建女子运动中心开放
全新的墨尔本Parkville体育中
心于本月开放，其中拥有支持
女子体育运动的价值 6460 万
澳元的新设施。
Katie Johnson

该中心包括六个新的室内蓝网球场、一
个新的室内曲棍球场、一个冷热康复泳池、
一个供在中心活动的父母使用的托儿所，以

及一个高性能力量型的空调健身房。
维州旅游、体育和大型活动部长Martin
Pakula 于 7 月 14 日参加了该设施的正式
开放，并表示该中心是对维多利亚州女性
的投资。
Pakula先生说：“这个重新设计的中心
将使成千上万每周来Parkville的妇女和女孩
受益，她们在自己喜欢的运动中竞争并磨练
自己的技能。”
“这是一个宏伟的项目，在今后的许多

封锁导致公屋楼居民痛苦
墨尔本第五次疫情封锁在卡尔
顿(Carlton)给公屋楼住宅居民
带来了严重的分离、家庭暴力
和贫困。
Katie Johnson

社区负责人和居民反映，维州卫生和公
共服务部在为最需要帮助的人提供支持服务
方面“无能”。
Drummond 街道服务机构的家庭服务
经理 Amuna Abdella 表示，将家庭限制在
如此狭小的空间内，对他们的心理健康造成
了重大的影响。
Abdella女士说：“这种封锁的影响巨
大，人们缺少了生气，他们在失业和贫困中
挣扎，孩子们不听父母的话，家庭暴力不
断上升。”

“公屋楼已经非常孤立，现在对那些做
母亲的、失业男性、老年人和残疾人来说尤
其糟糕。”
在疫情封锁期间，毒品和酗酒的情况也
在增加，许多公共住房已经被非法占用。
基于这种情况，公屋楼里的居民不敢离
开他们的公寓，因为害怕受到恐吓或者不想
让他们的孩子在公共区域接触毒品。
居民 Shewit Kasay 有两个孩子，一个
13 岁和一个 5 岁，她说把孩子关在家里是“
很可怜的”。
Kasay 女士说：“孩子们不上学，把他
们关在这么小的空间里很不容易的，这让我
很头疼。”
“我们没有后院，因为我们住在高楼
里，即使整天上网，孩子们也不愿下楼或
进电梯。”

居民反对新开发建筑高度
Katie Johnson

墨尔本市东部的居民对Epworth Freemason的一项开发项目表示反对，该项目为
Albert街上的医院扩建一栋多层建筑。
拟建的建筑超出自由高度控制限制31
米，尽管该计划申请声称不会给Fitzroy花园
带来阴影。
东墨尔本团体主席Ian Mitchell表示，
这个项目提案的超高是“对墨尔本规划方案
的嘲弄”。显荒唐
Mitchell先生说：“拟建大楼的高度离地
面约 45 米，是 DD021-A2 标准高度 14 米
的三倍。”
“新建筑的高度和体积将是这个地区最
突出的。”
这座新建筑将有11层楼高，有一个四层
的平台，位于列入遗产名录的现有医院的立
面后面10米处。
到目前为止，已收到23份反对意见，
Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Inner City News

多名居民要求减少一个裙楼平台和两个楼
层。
维州民事及行政仲裁庭(VCAT)最近对
该项目提案的一项决定发现，拟议的开发
项目没有“充分解决其周边居民舒适性的影
响”。
决定中写道:“我们发现，要使该场地的
遗产和设计方向相结合，需要一个明显更低
的建筑，能够更好地尊重Albert街的遗产街
景及其更广泛的遗产和城市设计背景。
东墨尔本团体规划负责人 Greg Bisinella 表示，该项目提案的高度未能保护和
加强墨尔本市东部以低层为主的遗产结构。
他说：“像东墨尔本的许多开发申请一
样，申请人都超越规划界限。”
“在过去两年里，东墨尔本的四项主要
规划开发申请都提交给了市政议会，其高度
都远高于 DDA 控制范围，但后来在市政几
乎没有施压的情况下都减低了。”
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What’s On: August 2021
Community Calendar

Chair Yoga

Move to Music

Michael Dunston

Kathleen Syme Library.

Free.

The Curtin, Carlton

Wednesday 4th, 11th, 18th August.
10.30am–11:30am. Free.

Kathleen Syme Library.

Friday, 27 August. 9pm.

Wednesday 25th August.
10:30am–11:30am.

Tickets :22$

Book with Healthy Ageing on 9658 9190.

Lemon Comedy
Fringe Common Rooms, Carlton.
Thursday 19th August, 7:30-9:30pm.
Tickets $12–$22.
Inclusive comedy at its best in
Melbourne’s leading diversity showcase.

Improve your flexibility while boosting
your mood and reducing stress.

Move to music while seated, have fun and
enjoy the company of others. Book with
Healthy Ageing on 9658 9190.

Melbourne Documentary Film
Festical

PassionPOP - Kylie & Dani Minogue
Fringe Common Rooms

Cinema Nova

Saturday, August 28. 9pm.

Beginning Sunday, August 1st.

There’ll be Video Hits-worthy, iconic
pop choreography to have you spinning
around (move out of my way...), and the
party kicks on ‘til late spinning hit after
hit.

The Melbourne Documentary Film
Festival will take place online and in person this year. See a range of films online,
or go to Cinema Nova for your doco fix.

Childbirth education from the Royal
Women’s Hospital
Online
Wednesday nights. 6pm–9pm
Childbirth education via online
livestreaming.

CARLTON

Reggio Calabria Club, Parkville.
Sunday 29th August 2:30–5:30.

Your favourite Italian classics played by
guest performers.

Viva Joe Avati- Dinner/Comedy Show

Colour Club, Carlton.

Reggio Calabria Club, Parkville

Saturday 14 August, 8pm.

Saturday 21 August, 6:30.

As one of the most exciting up & coming
LGBTIQ+ artists in Australia, the singer/
songwriter/producer has carved out
a soulful niche for herself via her two
incredible independent EP’s.

Don’t miss your chance to see Joe Avati
perform his hilarious “greatest hits” solo
show and enjoy a delicious Carlo Pavia
4-course dinner.

Carlton Farmers Market

Free the Park Hotel Refugees

Carlton North Primary School.

Park Hotel, Carlton
Every night, 6pm.

First Saturday of every month. 8am–1pm.

CARLTON

Support the remaining refugees indefinitley detained in the Park Hotel through
peaceful protest.

Fresh fruits and veggies from local
producers.

Business Directory
Gallery

Emilia EP Tour

CASH
CASH

Unforgettable Italian Songs

Michael Dunstan is excited to announce
the launch date for his new EP Porch
alongside an extensive east coast tour run.

Donazzan Boutique
Property
Donazzan Boutique
Melbourne’s
Premiere
Psychologist
Property

COMPETITION
COMPETITION
Photograph

As Melbourne’s only truly bespoke and boutique firm,
we are proud to introduce our highly respected team.
Each an individual, with decades of experience, who
As Melbourne’s only truly bespoke and boutique firm,
understand and value honesty, integrity and hard
we are proud to introduce our highly respected team.
work in all they do for their clients.
Each an individual, with decades of experience, who
understand and
value honesty,
integrity and hard
Contact
our team
GinainDonazzan
430clients.
326
work
all they do 0412
for their
James Edmundson 0411 456 770
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Will Caldwell
0419team
010 270
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Suzie
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671430
572326
James Edmundson 0411 456 770
Will Caldwell 0419 010 270
Suzie Inglis 0416 671 572

residential agency
Melbourne’s
continues
to Premiere
appoint
WIN A $500 CARLTON CASH VOUCHER
residential
agency
only the very best in the
To enter & win you must:
+ $100/EACH FOR
LUCKY
FRIENDS!
• Follow5
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on Instagram
continues
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industry.
NEW ART GALLERY - NOW OPEN
• Like the Carlton Cash Competition post
only the very best in the
• Tag 5 lucky friends
• All 5 friends must follow @carlton_inc on
0 - 5.00pm 135 Drummond
St
Carlton
Tel:
9348
4744
www.rodneyleech.com
industry.
To enter & win you must:
Instagram
donazzanboutiqueproperty.com.au
d St Carlton Tel: 9348 4744 www.rodneyleech.com
... Mel bourne’s Finest
• Follow @carlton_incRedeem
on your
Instagram
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9348 4744
www.rodneyleech.com
Carlton Inc. Members. A list of Members can be
mmond
St Carlton
Tel: 9348 4744 www.rodneyleech.com
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Donazzan Boutique Property, Licensed Estate Agents, Licensed Memberdonazzanboutiqueproperty.com.au
REIV, Property Sales and Property Management.
• Like the Carlton Cash
post
found Competition
on our website: carltoninc.org.au
... Mel bourne’s Finest
Library • Tag 5 lucky friends
OPEN 7 DAYS
Precinct
Real
Estate
Donazzan
Boutique Property, Licensed Estate Agents, Licensed Member REIV, Property Sales and Property Management.
Winners will be contacted directly via Instagram!
LUNCH & DINNER
• All 5 friends must follow @carlton_inc on
P: 9663 2246
Kathleen
Syme
Instagram
120 Jolimont Road, East Melbourne
WIN A $500 CARLTON CASH VOUCHER
+ $100/EACH FOR 5 LUCKY FRIENDS!

Wedensday to Friday 12.00 - 5.00pm 135 Drummond St Carlton Tel: 9348 4744 www.rodneyleech.com

CAINE REAL
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and
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all participating
growing the lifestyle of Carlton
251 FaradayCarlton
Street, Carlton
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Telephone: 03 9658 7310
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03 8413 8000
sales@caine.com.au

166 Lygon Street, Carlton
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| MANAGEMENT
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As Melbourne’s only truly bespoke and boutique firm,
Donazzan Boutique

Property
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industry.
For the best fresh produce, gourmet food
Want to place an ad? Talk to Jack Hayes

Library and Community
Centre
122 George St , East Melbourne
Telephone: 03 9658 9600
Email: library@melbourne.vic.gov.au
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and specialty shopping,
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